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The man, whoſe mind on virtue bent, 
Purſues ſome greatly good intent, 
With undiverted aim; 
Serene, beholds the angry croud, 
Nor can their clamours fierce and loud, 
His ftabborn honor tame, 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 
LORD PET RE, 
GRAND MASTER 
: oF THE 
ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE SOCIETY 
OF 


FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS, 


THESE ILLUSTRATIONS 
ARE, WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT, | 
INSCRIBED; 2 
BY eh; 
| HIS LORDSHIP% 


MOST OBEDIENT . 


SERV ANT, AND BROTHER, - 


WILLIAM PRESTON. 
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The Sanction. 


WHEREAS Brother WILLIAM PzEsTON has 
compiled a Book, intitled, It.usTRATIONS OF 
„% MasoxRy,” and has requeſted our Sanction for 
the publication thereof; we having peruſed the 
ſaid Book, and finding it to correſpond with the an- 
cient practices of this Society, do recommend the 
ſame. p | Gn | 


PE TRE, Grand Maſter: 
CHARLES DILLON, D.G. M. 


Prrzx PARKER, _ 
WILLIAM ATKINSON, 


| G. Wardens. 


Fames HESELTINE,. 
G. Secretary. 
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Page 59. line 15. For proceed, read precedes. _ 
166. 44. For commede, read commethe.. 
ls heh. 8. For natural parts, read talents. 
167. 11. For — W a 


= - The Binder is Leſinsd to place the Plan of tho 
Gala fronting the Explanation, page 32. W231 
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Hoever conſiders, with attention} 
tte nature and deſign of maſonry; 
muſt readily admit its general utility] 
Few of the members of this ſociety, who 
have examined its tenets, have ever re- 
tracted their favourable opinion of it. 
Did not its on excellence ſtrike with im- 
mediate conviction, it never could have 
been fo ſtrenuouſly ſupported, fo nobly 
patronized, or ſo greatly encouraged, 
through a long ſucceſſion of ages. Men of 
the maſt diſtinguiſhed talents, and ef the 
A 4 N 
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higheſt rank, in all countries, have not 
diſdained to lay aſide thoſe diſtinctions 


to which their character in life intitle 
them; that they might enjoy the plea- 


ſures, and partake of the . of 


maſonry. 
From a. perfect ſcnſe of its ut 
Ip and-an anxious defire to diſplay its. 


value, 1 have been induced to offer 


the following papers to the conſideration 
of the Public. Many reaſons might have 


withheld me fram the attempt; my ina- 
+ bility as a Writer, my attention to the du- 
ties of my profeſſion, and the many abler 


hands who have treated the ſubject before 
me: yet, under all theſe diſadvantages, 


the perſuaſions of my friends, added to 
my zeal in the cauſe, have enabled me ta 


<1 
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"PREFACE "- 


l ſurmount every difficulty, and to riſk my 
reputation on the fate of my performance. 
My firſt deſign was only to publiſh the 
oration I. delivered at the Gala, and this 
at the particular requeſt of a few friends 3 
but, on adviſing farther, I was influenced 
to give the whole proceedings: of that 
evening. The entertainment being to be 
annually repeated, I thought it neceſfarg 
to recite ſeveral particulars I ſhould other. 
wiſe have. omitted; in order chat it might 
ſerve as a precedent for future exhibitions - 
of the ſame kind. To illuſtrate the nature 
of the ſcheme 1 had adopted, I added ſeve⸗ . 
ral remarks and obſervatians 3 and theſe, 
I humbly apprehend, will. be found. not - 
to be the. leaſt uſeful part of the work, 
Having thus extended my plan beyond 1 


the uſual bounds. of a pamphlet, Ire 
"" 


PREFACE. 
ſolved to ſele& ſome of the beſt pieces 
on the ſubject I could find; and to annex 
a few commentaries, the more effectually 
to anſwer the end I had in view. With: 
what propriety. I have executed my de- 
ben, 1 muſt leave the fraternity to deter- 
mine. It may be ſufficient to obſerve, 
that, as my intentions are good, I hope 
their candour and- generoſity will. readily- 
overlook | any inaccuracies they may diſ- 
cover; under the reflection, that my ſub- 
ject would not admit of that. open free-. 
dom of communication, which might. 
have been expected from another Aae 
not under the fame reſtrictions. 
I have ſubjoined an iis” which 1 
8 flatter myſelf will not be undeſerving the 
Attention of my bretliren ; as It contains 
many articles never before publi ſhed, and. 


PREFACE. th 
rds, and the beſt authorities could. 


becauſe the facts I have adduced are welt 
known to the majority of my brethren, 


who are converſant with the ancient prac- 
tices of the ſociety. I cannot, however, 
avoid expreſſing my thanks to my very 
worthy friend and brother Captain George 
Smith, Inſpector of the Royal Academy, 
at Woolwich, from whom I had the plea- 
ſure to receive many valuable annota»- 
tions. 13 

I have thus ventured to appear in vin 
dication of the ceremonies, and in ſapport: 
of: the- privileges, of maſonry. If I ſuc- 
ceed in my expectations, of giving the 
world a favourable idea of the inſtitution, 

A 6 +. 
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1 mall be happy in che full completion of 
my wiſh. If my hopes are fruſtrated, I. 
ſhalt ftill indulge the not unpleaſunt re- 
gection of having exerted my beſt endea- 
yours in a good cauſe. RO 


* 
- 

1 « 1 . 
* - 4 
* » 
* 342 

- 
* - 


as 
2 
Ss 


CONTENTS. 


6 RAN D GALA. | 
JNtrodudion Page xviti 
Lodge opened l ee 
On the management of the Craft in 

working - EN aft 
Laws for the government of the * 4 
Oration — - --" 9; 
Explanation of. the Plan of the Gala 32 
Ode 8 1 
Song [ Tune. God ſave the King! 33 
Remark made by Brother Preſton 
Anthem — — — 38 
Song ¶ Tune. Attic Fire]. — 41 
Charge on the behaviour of maſons. 43 
Entered apprentice's ſong. 47 
Thanks returned to the grand officers . 50 


Lodge cloſdgd - ibid 
Remarks on the ant lege --' a 


iv CONTENTS: 


| Remarks on the ſecond ſection Page 58 4 
third con — ibid, 
fourth ſection ibid. 
fiſh ſein — 5 
1 of; darth ſectian -. :;ibidy 
Advertiſement . 53 
A vindication of moſonry, incloding ades | 


? monſtration of its excellency 10 


The fundamental: pirinziplts of : maſonry 
: explained» - 9 
| Hittoricit remarlis-' | 1208 3 2129 
Act againſt rhe mafons bonfederatiag 1 
2 chapters and congregations #'<- Ig 
Judge Coke's opinion oh that flatite $4 
Extract from two aneiert records 160; 162 
Mr. Locke's letter to checurt 6f Penb rd 
on iriaforry”' 679 2 ©3 22 Pan 1712 Any 
Arrold MS. on mafonr/ 109 
-Mr. Locke's netes and! obſcivations on - 
he £ : avg ht _ py 


Ld 


S ® 
"©: * *Þ 4 
5 FS 


1 


CONTENTS 15 x7 


Remarks on it, and on the annotations 


of Mr. Locke Page 158 
A gloflary- to . the ol words i in: 
it - — — — 127 


Remarks on php — — — 173 

Inſtances of the regard paid tc to this virtue: 
by the ancients = 1774. 

An entertaining ſtory: 6 _ 19.90% . 


Eulogium on maſonry T7: Ms Wt. 185. 


. G88; APPENDIKI 
& chargoro be delirend a initiation into 
the firſt degree 2 44492. 


a rtꝗ initiation into the ſecond de- 


Foo 


* Howl ale beter fes 128 ee 


; gree 15 - "WM 205 


Prayer at ** the lodge al 209 
—— at cloſing the lodge - ibid. 
—— at initiation into maſonry ibid. 


Ni¹ CONFENTS. 


A Declaration to be ciel, or aſſented 

to, by every candidate before his 
initiationn?:zn | - Page 210 
Form of. propoſing x candidate. 212 
Manner of conſtituting a lodge 2 213 
Form of. petition for a conſtitution ibid. 
Ceremony of conſecration 4 < £489, 
Mode of inſtallation - 221 
Ceremony obſerved at funerals . — 232 
Form of proceſſion at funerals. - 237 
The funeral ſervice: e. 240 
Remarks on the propriety of building a 
hall, for the general aſſemblies of 
maſons „„ 
Defeription of the banquetting hall — 


3 e at Marſeilles 253, 


= 
. = a of 7 * . 
* ö of . ; 2 -Y 7 
C , 
2 9 0 ; * #8 4 


make” 


GRAND GALA, 1 


IN HONOUR or 


FREE, MASONRY, 


HELD AD THE: 


CROWN and ANeHOR TAVERN, 
in the d D, 


On Tuunsoar the 21ſt Day of Mar, 1772. 


PRESENT, 


The Grand Oxyiczrs, with many 2 
eminent and reſpeQable BaeTHREM. 


. * . PR 
- » > 8 7% 4 + 
D000 DB 


Brother BOTTOMLEY, 
FARMER, 
PRESTON, 
Cape, SMITH, 
HILL, 


— = 


3 : e bY 
LH 7. low 51 57 
„ | LOS ¾ dt! v „ 
IRE 5 ; 


8 0 4 - £4. : , 1 p 
4 4 g 3 ; Ca 1 + 
4 ; 
I N | / * * — * 5 — 5 1 
* * 4 
4 | — * TEE 4 
S; 1 C14 4 4 OT. 5 al r 
, * "iy | 
2 ** 1 4 s 4 ” , * 2 1 1 ** 
* EE 5 — „ r * * — ; 
* — 
* 9- . * 
l — 8 


_—_ 
+ 


HZ an . 


— 


PEARCE, Butler. 
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THEN I Arlt had the hanor to be 
elected maſter of a lodge, 1 
thou ght; it my duty to inform myſelf more 
Fully of the general. rules of the ſociety 3 5 
n order that 1 might be able to explain 
to the brethren under my direction, their 
| utility and i importance 3 and OFFICIALLY to 
enforce a due obedience. to them. The 
various | methods I adopted. with. this 
view, excited i in ſome of ſuperficial know 
lege, an abſolute diſlike, of what they 
conſidered as innovations; 3 and i in others 
of more enlarged faculties, a jealouſy of 


pre-eminence, | that. the Principles of ma- 
ſonry ought to have checked. Norwich 


* INTRODUCTION. 


ſtanding theſe diſcouragements, I perſe- 
vered in my intentions, of ſupporting the 
dignity of the ſociety, and of diſcharging. 
with fidelity the truſt repoſed' i in me. 
As candor and integrity, with a warm: 
zeal, uninfluenced by intereſt and un- 
biaſſed by favour, will ever ſupport. a goad- 
cauſe, many of my opponents ( pardon the . 
| expreſſion) were ſeon convinced by. argu- 7 
ment of their error, and not only applauded: f 
my meaſures, but cheerfully concurred i! in f 
their execution; while others. ſecretly ap- 
proved what their former declared op. 
nions forbad them publicly to adopt. | 
This unexpected ſucceſs. exceeded my- 7 
moſt ſanguine wiſhes, and induced me to | 
inquire, with a more minute attention, 
into tlie contents of our various lectures. 
The rude and imperfect ſtate i in which I 
und ſome of them, the difficulties I en. 


INTRODUCTION. * 
countered in my ſearch after others, and the 
variety of modes eſtabliſhed in our different 
aſſemblies, rather diſcouraged me in my. 
firſt attempt: perſevering, however, in my. 
deſign, I continued my purſuit; and with 
A few zealous friends to the cauſe, who, 
had carefully preſerved what Ignorance ' 
and the degeneracy of a corrupt age had 
rejected as unintelligible and abſurd, I 1 
diligently fought for the ancient and Vene» 
_ rable landmarks of the ſociety. 2 
In the proſecution of my endeavours 
co revive the wiſe charges and uſeful regu- 
lations of maſonry, which inattention hac 
fuffered to fink into oblivion, I ſolicited 
: the activity and aſſiſtance of my friends: 
And, with their kind help and generous 
ſupport, 25 in part, happily rr 
the deſign I had formed. 25 HT 
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Directed by an affiduous ſtudy and 


careful peruſal ef our ancient charges, 


which we eſtabliſhed as the baſis of our 
work, our firſt ſtep was attentively to 


conſider the nature of the inſtitution. 


To imprint on the memory their excel- 
lence and utility i in the Faithful diſcharge 


of our duty, we reduced the more mate- 
rial parts of them into practice, and pro- 
ſecuted our enquiries after {ill more uſe- : 
Ful knowlege. ; 

To encourage others to join in our | 


great undertaking, we obſerved. 4 gene- 


al rule of reading, or ordering to- be 


read, one or other of theſe charges on 


every regular meeting; and of offering 
oyr ſentiments in elucidation of ſuch par- 


dealer paſſages 32 ſeemed in be obſcure 


— 


INTE @DIET HON Wi 5 
we. till. retain,. perſuaded 


Fe e duty can never be 
dilagreeable 40, thoſe acquainted with, its 
and, 10 thoſe. to whom, it is not knowp, 
would any-fuch be, it is bighty prope 
to recommend it. 5 
Such was che macho,» we 1 in 
| the introduction of our plan, which being 
favourably; received, we gradually . im- 
proved, and brought into form, the ſeve- 

ral ſections which. compoſe: the firſt lecture 
| * maſonry. eau 
he e dk daily Pais, our | fete, 

pointed out the neceſſity of obtaining t the : 
ſanction of our patrons. Several of our 
brethren, gentlemen of acknowledged 
honor and integrity, joined with us in an 
application to the Grand Officers for their 
| Patronage ; and the following ſcheme was 
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propoſed,” as the moſt effectual means to 
convince! them df the propriety of re- 
ſtoring maſonry to its primitive luſtre, 

and rendering it worthy the attehtion of 
men of judgment and penetratibn- This 
happily ſucceeded, and the regularity ob- 
ſerved by the officers in their different 5 
departments on the occaſion, ſo fully 
anſwered the expectations of the original 
promoters, as not only to gain the ſanc> : 
tion required, but to fecure the counte- | 

nance and ſupport of our rulers to an 
annual exhibition of the ſame” kind of 
entertainment. 
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MANAGEMENT of the CRAFT 
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ON THE 


in working. 
Rehearſed by Brother GL1ppon. 


AMasons employ themſelves honeſtly 
on working days, live creditably on holy 
days; and the times appointed by the 
law of the land, or confirmed by cuſtom, 
are carefully obſerved. ; 


The moſt expert Craftſman is choſen 
or appointed Maſter of the work, and is 
duly honored as ſuch by thoſe over whom 
he preſides. 


The Maſter knowing himſelf qualified, 
undertakes the government of the Lodge, 


and truly diſpenſes his rewards, giving no 


more approbation to any ans than he 


really merits. <7 


GRAND GALA: 3 
A Craftſman appointed Warden of the 
work under the Maſter, is true to both 
Maſter and fellows, carefully overſees the 


work, and his brethren obey him. 


The Maſter, Wardens, and brethren 
receive their rewards juſtly, are faithful, | 
and honeſtly finiſh the work they begin, 
| whether it is in the firſt or ſecond degree; 
but never put that work to the firſt, which 
has been accuſtomed to the ſecond degree. 


Neither envy or cenſure is diſcovered 
amongſt maſons.— No brother is ſup- 
planted, or put out of his work, if he is 
capable to finiſh the ſame; as no man 
can finiſh the work of another ſo much 
to the advantage of the Maſter, unleſs he 
is perfectly ſkilled in the original deſign. 
B 2 


4 GRAND GALA. 

All employed in maſonry meekly re- 
ceive their rewards, and uſe no in lan- 
guage or diſobliging name. Brother or 
Fellow, are the terms or appeHations they 
beſtow on each other. They behave court- 
couſly within and without the Lodge, and 


never deſert the Maſter till the work is 
| finiſhed. | 


S 

4 FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT of the LODGE. 

Read by Brother GLippox.' wy 
Lou are to ſalute one another in a court- 
eous manner, agreeably to the forms eſta- 
bliſhed amongſt maſons; you are freely 
to give mutual inſtruction as ſhall be 
thought neceſſary or expedient, not being 
overſeen or overheard, without encroach- 
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ing upon each other, or derogating from 
that reſpect which is due to any gentle- 


man were he not a maſon; for though as. 


maſons we rank as brethren on a level, 


yet maſonry deprives no man of the ho- 
nour due to his rank or character, but ra- 
ther adds to his honour, eſpecially if he 
has deſerved well of the fraternity, who 
always render honour to whom it is due, 


and avoid ill manners. : 


No private committees are to be al- 
lowed, or ſeparate converſation encou- 
raged; the Maſter or Wardens are not to 
be interrupted, or any brother ſpeaking 
to the Maſter; but the brethren are to ob- 


ſerve due decorum, and under no pre- 


tence to uſe any unbecoming language, 
B 3 
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the preſiding officers. 


Theſe laws are to be ſtrictly obſerved, 


but pay a proper deference and reſpect to 
| that harmony may be preſerved, and the 
buſineſs of the Lodge be carried on with 


| 
| 
| order and regularity. 


Amen. So mote it be. 


[Toaft. The Ko and the Crarry 
Flouriſh with horns.] 
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By Brother PRES T ON. 


BRETHREN, 


N fo reſpectable an aſſembly, and be- 
fore ſuch. competent judges of real 
merit, it may probably be deemed arro- 
gant or preſumptuous in an individual to 
offer his ſentiments; eſpecially when 
convinced that neither his knowlege of lan- 
guage, or his talents for eloquence, can do 
ſufficient juſtice to the dignity of his 
theme. —Prompted, nevertheleſs, by zeal 
B 5 


it. In the dark periods of antiquity, when 
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in a good cauſe, and animated by the 


ſanction of your fraternal indulgence, I 


forget the apprehenſion of cenſure, and 


with freedom, the characteriſtic of bre- 
thren, proceed to diſplay the merits of 


the noble inſtitution which we now are 


called together to celebrate. 


It is not my intention to enter into 
an elaborate diſquiſition concerning ma- 
ſonry. The taſk far exceeds the limits of 
my abilities. I ſhall only venture to ſub- 


mit to your ſerious conſideration a few 


obſervations on the real importance of 


our venerable ſociety. 


Maſonry is my theme. During many 


ages, and in many different countries, has it 


flouriſhed. No art, no ſcience has preceded 


GRAND GALA ut 
literature: was in a low ſtate, and the rude. 
manners of our forefathers with-held from 
them the knowlege we.now ſo amply ſhare, 
maſonry began. gradually to diffuſe her 
influence.. Our myſteries unveiled, arts and 
ſciences inſtantly aroſe, civilization took 
place, and the progreſs of knowlege and 
philoſophy diſpelled the gloom of igno- 
rance and barbariſm.—Government being 
ſettled, authority was given to laws, and 
our aſſemblies acquired the patronage of 
the great and the good; whilſt the tenets. 
of our profeſſion were attended with ge- 


neral and unbounded utility. 


Maſonry is a moral ſcience calculated. 
to bind men in the ties of true friendſhip,. 
to extend benevolence, and to promote 
virtue. It paſſes and is underſtood under: 
30 0- 


12 GRAND GALA: 
two ame it is operative and 
ſpeculative. By the former, we allude to 
the uſeful rules of architecture, whence a 
ſtructure derives figure, ſtrength and beau 
ty; and whence reſults due proportion and 
a juſt correſpondence in all its parts.— 
By the latter, we learn to ſubdue the paſ- 
ſions, act upon the ſquare, keep a tongue 
of good report, maintain ſecrecy, and 
practiſe charity. 


Speculative | maſonry is ſo much inter- 
woven with religion, as to lay us under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to pay to the Deity 
that rational homage, which at once conſti- 
tutes the duty and happineſs of mankind. 
It leads the contemplative to view with 
reverence and admiration the glorious 
works of the creation, and inſpires them 
with the moſt exalted ideas of the per- 
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fections of the great Creator. Operative 
maſonry furniſhes us with dwellings and 
convenient ſhelters from the viciſſitudes 
and the inclemencies of ſeaſons. It diſplays 
human wiſdom in a proper arrangement 
of materials, and demonſtrates that a fund 
of ſcience and induſtry is implanted in the 
rational ſpecies for the moſt wiſe, ſalu- 
tary, and beneficent purpoſes. 


The lapſe of time, the ruthleſs hand of 
ignorance, and the devaſtations of war, 
have laid waſte and deſtroyed many valu- 
able monuments of antiquity. Even the 
temple of king Solomon, ſo ſpacious and 
magnificent, and conſtructed by fo many 
celebrated artiſts, was yet laid in ruins, and 

eſcaped not the unſparing ravages of bar- 
barous force. Free-maſonry, notwithſtand- 
ing, has been able ſtill to ſurvive. The 
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attentive ear receives the ſound from the 


inſtructing tongue, and its ſacred myſteries 
are ſafely lodged in the repoſitory of faith- 
ful breaſts. The tools and implements of 

architecture, fymbols the moſt expreſſive ! 
imprint on the memory wiſe and ſerious 
truths, and tranſmit unimpaired, through 
the ſucceſſion of ages, the. exquiſitely in- 


comparable tenets. of this inſtitution. 


But to proceed. Mankind have nei- 
ther wiſdom to foreſee, or power to 
prevent, the evils incident to human 
nature; but hang in perpetual ſuſpenſe 
betwixt hope and fear, ſickneſs and 
health, plenty and want. A mutual chain 
of dependence ſubſiſts throughout the 
whole creation. Hence the univerſal uti. 
lity of maſonry ! it unites men of the moſt 
oppolite. religions, of the moſt. diſtant. 
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countries, and of the moſt contradictory 
opinions, in one indiſſoluble bond of un- 
feigned affection, and binds them by the 
ſtrongeſt ties to ſecrecy, morality and 
virtue. Thus, in every nation a maſon 
may find a friend, and in every climate 


he may find a home. 


No eſtrangement of behaviour is ob- 
ſerved in the different aſſemblies of ma- 
ſons. They rank as children of the ſame 
parent by creation; as brethren bound by 
the ſame tie. Union is cemented by ſin- 
cere attachment; hypocriſy and deceit are 
unknown; and pleaſure is reciprocally 
communicated by the chearful obſervance 
of every obliging office. Such is the na- 
ture of our venerable inſtitution. Virtue, 
the grand object in view, luminous as the 
meridian ſun, ſhines refulgent on the mind, 
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enlivens the heart, and converts cool ap- 


probation 1 into warm ſympathy. and cordial 
attention, 


Our mode of government, as divided 
into claſſes or degrees, under particular 
reſtrictions and injunctions of fidelity, 
may ſufficiently explain the importance of 
maſonry, and give us a true idea of its 
nature and deſign. 

Three claſſes are generally received un- 
der different appellations. The privileges 
of each are diſtinct, and particular means 
are adopted to preſerve theſe privileges to 


the juſt and meritorious.— Honour and 


probity are the ſole recommendations to the 


firſt claſs, in which the practice of virtue 


1s enforced, and the duties of morality in- 
culcated ; while the mind is 3 for 
ſocial converſe, _ a regular progreſs 
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into the principles of knowlege and phi- 
loſophy.— Diligence, aſſiduity and appli- 
cation are neceſſary qualifications for the 
ſecond claſs, in which an accurate eluci- 
dation of ſcience, both in theory and prac- 

tice, is given; human reaſon is cultivated 
= by a due exertion of our rational and in- 
tellectual powers and faculties; nice and 
difficult theories are explained; freſh diſ- 
coveries are produced, and thoſe already 
known are beautifully embelliſhed. —The 
third claſs conſiſts of a ſelected few, whom 
truth and fidelity have diſtinguiſhed, whom 
years and experience have proved, and 
whom merit and abilities have intitled to 
preferment. With them the ancient land- 
marks are preſerved and from them we 
learn and practiſe thoſe neceſſary and in- 
ſtructive leſſons which dignify the facred 


art, and qualify its governors to convince 
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the unenlightened part of mankind. of 1 its 
excelience and utility, 


This is our eſtabliſhed mode of govern- 


ment, when we akt in conformity to our 


rules ; hence true friendſhip is cultivated 
between different ranks and degrees of 
men, hoſpitality is promoted, induſtry re- 
warded, ingenuity encouraged, and all un- 
neceſſary diſtinctions are loſt in the gene- 
ral good. 


If the privileges of maſonry are ſo vas 


luable, as to intitle their poſſeſſors to re- 


. ſpect and eſteem, by promoting virtue 
and rewarding merit; why are not their 
good effects more conſpicuous, and 
why are they not publicly expoſed for 
the general advantage of mankind ?— 


If our privileges were common, and in- 
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diſcriminately beſtowed, the deſign of 
the inſtitution would not only be ſub- 
verted, but being familiar, like ſome 
other important matters, it would loſe its 
value, and fink into diſregard.—It is a 
weakneſs in human nature, that men are 
generally more charmed with novelty, than 
the real worth or intrinſic value of things. 
This is not confined to maſonry; even the 
operations of nature, though beautiful, 
magnificent and uſeful, are overlooked be- 
cauſe common and familiar. The ſun riſes 
and ſets, the ſea flows and reflows, rivers 

| glide along their channels, trees and plants 


vegetate, men and beaſts act, and all theſe, 


ever preſent to our eyes, yet remain unno- 


ticed, and excite not one ſingle emotion, ei- 


ther in admiration of the great cauſe, or of 


gratitude for the bleſſings conferred. Even 


- 
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virtue itſelf is not exempted from this 
unhappy bias in the conſtitution of man- 
kind. Novelty influences all our actions, 
all our determinations. Every thing that is 
new or difficult in the acquiſition, how- 
ever trifling or inſignificant, readily capti- 
vates the imagination, and enſures a tem- 
porary admiration; while what is familiar, 


or eaſily attained, however noble, or emi- 


nent for utility, is ſure to be diſregarded 
by the giddy and the unthinking. 


It is a truth too obvious to be con- 
cealed, that the privileges of maſonry 
have been too common. Hence we may 
aſſign a reaſon why their good effects 
are not more conſpicuous. —Several 
perſons. enrol their names in our records 
merely to oblige their friends; and re- 
flect not on the conſequences of ſuch a 


GRAND GALA. 21 


meaſure, nor enquire into the nature of 
their particular engagements. Not a few - 
are prompted by motives of intereſt ; and 
many are introduced with no better view 
than to pleaſe as good companions. A 
general odium, or at leaſt a careleſs indiffe- 
rence, is the reſult of ſuch conduct. But 
here* the evil ſtops not. —Theſe perſons, 
ignorant of our noble principles, probably 
without any real defect in their own 
morals, are led to recommend others of 
the ſame caſt with themſelves for the ſame 
purpoſe. Thus, behold the end ! the moſt 
ſacred part of maſonry is turned into ſcoff 
and ridicule, and the ſuperficial practices 
of a luxurious age bury in oblivion prin- 
ciples which have dignified Princes, and 
che moſt exalted characters. e 
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If our ſecrets or peculiar forms conſti- 


tuted the eſſence of the art, it might with 


ſome degree of propriety be alleged that 
our amuſements were trifling, and our cere- 
montes abſurd. But this the ſkilful well- 
informed maſon knows to be falſe. He 
draws them to a nearer inſpection ; he ad- 
verts to the circumſtances which gave riſe 


to them; he conſiders and dwells upon 
the excellent leſſons they inculcate; and 
finding them replete with uſeful know- 
lege, he adopts them as keys to our privi- 
leges, and prizes them as ſacred. Thus 
he is convinced of the propriety of our 
ſolemnities, and candidly Knowledges 


their value n their utility. 


Many have been deluded by the vague 


ſuppoſition that the myſteries of maſonry 


were merely nominal, that the practices 


„ 
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eſtabliſhed amongſt us were ſlight and 


ſuperficial, and that our ceremonies were 
of ſuch trifling import, as to be adopted or 
waved at pleaſure. Having paſſed through 
the uſual formalities, they have accepted 
offices, and aſſumed the government of 
Lodges, equally unacquainted with the 
duties of the truſts repoſed in them, and 
the deſign of the ſociety they pretended 
to govern. The conſequence is obvious 
anarchy and confuſion enſue, and the ſub- 
ſtance is loſt in the ſnadow. Thus men 
eminent for ability, for rank and fortune, 
view with indifference the diſtinguiſhed ho- 
nors of maſonry, and either accept offices 


with reluCtance, or reject them with diſdain, 


Such are the diſadvantages under which 
matonry has long laboured. Every zea- 
| lous friend to the ſociety muſt earneſtly 
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wiſh for a reformation of theſe abuſes. 


Of late years, to the honor of our preſent. 


| patrons, let it be acknowledged, that 


under their auſpices our aſſemblies have 


been better regulated. 


The good effects of preſerving order and 
decorum, promoting harmony, and incul- 
cating a due obedience to the general re- 
gulations of maſonry, are too obvious to 
require a laboured elucidation; and of this 
the flouriſning ſtate of ſeveral Lodges who 
have adopted a regular plan of government, 
are convincing proofs. I am firmly per- 
ſuaded, if the brethren who have the honor 


to preſide over Lodges, were properly ap- 


_ prized of the duties of their reſpective 


offices, a general reformation would ſoon 


take place. This hint may probably be 
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1 A productive of good conſequences, as a ſtep 
= «© laudable muſt evince to the world the 
propriety of our ſeveral appointments, 
and lead them to acknowledge, that ſome- 
times at leaſt our honors are deſervedly 
beſtowed. Thus the ancient luſtre of our 
reſpectable fraternity will be happily re- 
ſtored, and our ſyſtem of government uni- 
verſally applauded ; virtue being duly en- 
couraged, and merit properly rewarded. 
Permit me to cloſe my oration with a 
few obſervations on Charity, the diſtin- 
guiſhing characteriſtic of our order. 


Charity is the chief of every ſocial 
virtue. It includes not only a ſupreme 
degree of love to the great Creator and 
Governor of the univerſe, but an unli- 


C 
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mited affection to beings of all characters 
and every denomination; which laſt duty 
is forcibly 3nculcated by the example of the 
Deity himſelf, who, ſo liberally diſpenſes 
his beneficence to unnumbered worlds. 


The bounds of the greateſt nation, or 
the moſt extenſiye empire, cannot circum- 


ſcribe the generoſity of a liberal mind. 
Mankind, in whatever ſituation they are 
placed, are ill, in a great meaſure, the 
ſame; they are expoſed to ſimilar dangers 
and misfortunes; and conſequently | the 
whole human ſpecies are proper objects 
for the exerciſe of this glorious' virtue. 
Beings who partake of one common na- 
ture, ought ever to be actuated by the ſame 
motives and intereſts. Hence to ſoothe 
the unhappy, by ſympathiſing with their 
misfortunes; and to-reſtore peace and 


N 
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tranquillity to agitated ſpirits, conſtitute 


the general and great ends of our inſtitu- 
tion. This humane; this generous diſpo- 
ſition, fires the breaſt with the moſt manly 
feelings, and enlivens that ſpirit of com- 


| paſſion, which is the glory of the human 


frame, and which not only riyals, but out- 
ſhines, every other pleaſure the mind is 
capable of enjoying. 

All human paſſions, if directed by the 
{ſuperior principle of reaſon, tend to pra- 
mote ſome uſeful purpoſe ; but compaſ- 


ſion, exerted on proper objects, is the moſt 


| beneficial of all other affections; it ex- 


tends to greater numbers, and excites the 


moſt laſting degrees of happineſs, 


It may appear, indeed, unneceſſary to 


recommend the practice of this virtue to 


an aſſembly of men univerſally famed for 
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diſintereſted liberality. When we conſider, 
however, the variety of perſons who pre- 


ſent themſelves at our different meetings, 
whoſe ſeeming diſtreſs the dictates of na- 


ture, as well as the ties of maſonry, incline 


us not only to pity but relieve, it may be 


Proper to ſay ſomething on the ſubject; 


leſt the tenderneſs of our diſpoſitions, and 
the generoſity of our hearts, ſhould pre- 


vent our inquiring into the cauſe of their 


misfortunes, or making a proper diſtinc- 


tion in the choice of objects. Though 


our hearts and ears are ever impreſſed with, 


and open to the diſtreſſes of the deſerving 


poor, yet our charity ought not to be miſ- 


applied, nor our bounty diſpenſed with a 
profuſe liberality on thoſe Who probably 


may make uſe of maſonry as a cloke to 


cover their impoſtures. 


8 
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It cannot be ſaid, we meet only in order 
to indulge in convivial mirth, while the poor 
and needy pine for relief : Our quarterly 
diſtributions, excluſive of the private ſub- 
ſcriptions in our different Lodges, to re- 
lieve diſtreſs, will prove the contrary. 


ds cheerfully to con- 
tribute, in proportion to our circum- 


ſtances, to alleviate the ſufferings of our 


fellow. creatures. But thoſe who are bur- 


dened with a numerous offspring, and 
through age, ſickneſs; infirmity, or ſome 
unforeſeen accident in life, are reduced to 
poverty and want; particularly claim our 
attention, and ſeldom fail to a experience 
the happy effects of our fraternal aſſoci- 
ations. We conſider their ſituation as 
more eaſy to be conceived than expreſſed, 
and are induced liberally to extend our + 
C3 


| Juſtnels of underſtanding, a politeneſs of 
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charity in their behalf. Thus we give 


convincing proofs of our wiſdom and diſ- 


cernment; for though our benevolence is 


as our laws unlimited, yet our hearts glow 
principally with affection toward the de- 
ſerving part of mankind, 

— 20 Cnc. May all private animo- 
ſicles, if any ſhould exiſt amongſt maſons, 
be buried in perpetual oblivion, and peace 
and fell owſhip take up their reſidence 
among us. Uniting in the grand deſign, 
let us be firſt happy ourſelves, and then 
endeavour to make others ſo. On every 


occaſion let us preſerve a nobleneſs and 


manner, and an evenneſs of temper. Let 
our recreations be innocent and purſued 
with moderation, and never let us ſuffer 


irregular indulgences to expoſe our cha- 
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racter to deriſion: Let our conduct be 
conformable to our precepts, and let us 
ſupport with becoming dignity the name 
we have always borne, of being the moſt 
reſpectable, the moſt regular, and the moſt 


uniform Society under the Sun. 


I hall not longer interrupt the buſineſs 
of the evening; but I muſt beg to be per- 
mitted to expreſs my earneſt wiſhes for the 
honor and proſperity of this ſociety z that 
all our patrons may enjoy a ſeries of happy 
years; and that peace and plenty reigning 
among us, our ſacred principles may 
diffuſe their influence to the moſt diſtant 
regions, and our meritorious deeds give 
occaſion for future ages to beſtow on us 


the ſanction of their warmeſt approbation. 


[Toaſtk, The Grand MASTER. 
Flouriſh with borns.] 
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EXPLANATION of the PLAN. 


A,B, C. D. The Extent of the Room. 
E. The Grand Maſter on a Throne, elevated 11 Foot. 
F. The Deputy Grand Maſter. 
G. The Paſt Grand Maſter. 
H. The Paſt Grand Officers. 
I. The Grand Wardens. 
K. Reſpectable Perſonages. 
L. Stewards for the Gala, with white Rods. 
M. The Lodge. 
N. The Maſter of the Lodge. 
O. The Aſſiſtants to the Maſter of the Lodge. 
P. The Pedeſtal, with the Furniture, Regalia, &c. on 
a crimſon Velvet Cuſhion with — 8 
Q. A rich Carpet. 
7. Two Stands covered with green as. 
R. Brethren feated in due form. 
8. Tables covered with green Baize. 
T. Gallery for the Muſic. _ 
_- V. Two Side-tables prop#ly furniſhed, 
W. Repoſitory for Wine. 
X. Door of the Room. 
Y. Grand Entrance for the Pracelios. | 
4, 4, a. Three great Lights properly elevated. 
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5 D E. 

Sung by Brothers Du BeLLamy, Bu R ron 

and REiLLY, accompanied with the 5 
| _ inſtruments, 


WAKE the lute and quiv'ring ſtrings, 
Myſtic truths Urania brings ; . 
Friendly viſitant, to thee 

WMWe owe the depths of Masonay : 

Faireſt of the virgin choir, | 

Warbling to the golden lyre, 

Welcome, here thy Axr prevail: 

Hail! divine Urania, hait! 


Here, in Friendſhip's ſacred bower, | 
The downy wing'd, and ſmiling hour; 
Mirth invites, and ſocial ſong, 
Nameleſs myſteries among: 

Crown the bowl and fill the glaſs, 


To every virtue, every grace, 
| c 
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To the BroTHERnooD reſound 
Health, and let it thrice go round. 


We reſtore the times of old, 

The blooming glorious age of gold; 
As the new creation free, 

Bleſt with gay Euphroſine; 

We with god. like Science talk, 
And with fair Aſtrea walk; TT 
Innocence adorns the day, 


Brighter than the ſmiles of May. 


Pour the roſy wine again, 

Wake a lopder, louder ſtrain - | 
Rapid Zephyrs, as ye fly, 

Waft our voices to the ſky; 

While we celebrate the Nine, 
And the wonders of the Trine; 
While the AnceLs ſing above, 

As we below, of Peace and Love. 


[7caft. The DRPury GRAND MagTER 
and GRAND WarDens.] - 
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FIRST LECTURE 
SECTION E 
Brother GLID DON, as W. M. 


Farmer, | 


Hitt, | . 
LEDIIE, Afkiſtants. 
WELLS, 

8 O N. A 


Tune, 6 od ſave the | King} 
Sung by Bro thers Bux rod and RE ILLYs 
HAL, MasowRy divine! 
Glory of ages ſhine, 

Long may'ſt thou reign : 2» 
Whereer thy Lodges ſtand; 
May they, have great command, | 
And always grace the land, 


Thou Art divine ! " 
ee 6 
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Great fabrics {till ariſe, 

And grace the azure ſkies, 
Great are thy ſchemes : 

Thy noble orders are 

Matchleſs beyond compare; 

No Art with thee can ſhare, 
Thou Art divine! 


Hiram, the architect, 
Did all the Craft direct 
How they ſhould build; 
« * SoPmon, great Iſr'el's king, 


Did mighty bleſſings bring, 
* And left us room to ſing, - = 
« Hail, royal Art! 


Cborus three times. 


(Too. AllMaſons, both ancient and young, 
Who govern their paſſions and 
bridle their tongue.] f 
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SECTION I. 
Brother PRESTON, as W. M. 


GLIDDON, 


Puch, \ ants 


Dosss, 
Wurrx, 


REMARK. 

Here Brother Pa Es row obſerved, that 
it was a duty incumbent on every Maſter 
of a Lodge, previous to the initiation of a 
candidate into maſonry, to inform him of 
the purpoſe and deſign of the inſtitution ; 
to explain the nature of his ſolemn engage- 
ments; and, in a manner peculiar to 
maſons alone, to require his cheerful 
acquieſcence to the duties of morality and 
virtue, and all the ſacred tenets of the 
Order. 
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SOLEMN AIR. 


[Toaft, The heart that conceals, and the 
tongue that never reveals any 


of the ſecrets of Maſonry.] 


SECTION: III. 
Brother BOTTOMLEY, 


W. M. of the Stewards Lodge, as W. M. 


Capt. SMITH, =. 

Werrs, Alniſtants. 

( TY, 21 

— 2 11 Ekpriz, 010 
K N T HE M. 


[Brother Do Werten, Sol. . 


77 


Grant us, kind Heav- « 4 what we requeſt, 
In Maſonry let us be bleſt; : 


59 of - #'s . 
2101 


Direct us to that happy place SY 

Where friendſhip ſmiles in ev'ry face: 
Where Freedom and ſweet Innocence 
Enlarge the mind and cheer the ſenſe. 
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Where ſcepter'd Reaſon, from her throne, 
Surveys the Lop o, and makes us one; 
And Harmony's delightful ſway 
For ever ſheds ambroſial day: 

W here we bleſt Eden' s pleaſure taſte, 
Whilſt balmy joys are our repaſt. 


No prying eye can view us here; 

No fool or knave diſturb our cheer: 

Our well-form'd laws ſet mankind free, 

And give relief to Miſery : ry" 
The Poor, oppreſs'd with woe and a 


Gain from our bounteous hands relief. 


Our Lone: the ſocial Virtues grace, 
And Wiſdom's rules we fondly trace; 
Whole Nature, open to our view, 
Points out the paths we ſhould purſue, 
Let us ſubſiſt in laſting peace, 
And may our happineſs increaſe. 


[Tooft. All Maſons who honour the Order 


by conforming to its rules.] 
I 
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SECTION iv. 
Brother PRE ST ON, as W. M. 


Glippox, 

 Pucn, 
Dosss, 
Wurz, 


Aſſiſtants. 


TRIO, Clarionets and Baſſoon. | 
{Toaft. May we all arrive at the ſ ummit 
of Maſonry, and may the juſt 
never fail of their reward. ] 


SECTION V. 


Brother GLIDDON, as W. M. 
1 Pa Es Tow, 
ALLCOCK, 


Pvcn, 
Domss, 


Afiſtants. 
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SON G. 
Sung by Brother GL1ppov. 
Tune, Attic Fire.] 
ARISE, and blow thy trumpet, Fame! 
Free- Maſonry aloud proclaim, 


I 


=” 


To realms and worlds unknown : 
5 Tell them of mighty David's ſon, 


be viſe, the matchleſs Solomon, 
| Priz'd far above his throne. v7, 
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1. The ſolemn tem ples cloud-capt towers, 
1 | THY aſpiring domes are works of ours, 
{ By us thoſe piles were rais'd : F 

1 Then bid mankind with ſongs nene 
4 And through th' ethereal vaſt expanſe, 
Let Maſonry be prais d. 

4 We help the poor in time of need, 
ne naked clothe, the hungry feed, 
Tis our foundation ſtone: 


% h 


5 
« * We build upon the nobleſt Plan; f 
&« For friendſhip rivets man to _ 


« And makes us all as one.” 


Still louder, Fame, thy-trumpet blow; 

Let all the diſtant regions know | 
Free-Maſonry is this. 

Almighty Wiſdom gave it birth, 

And Heav'n has fix d ic here on earth, : 

A type of future bliſs, 8 


[Tegf. To the memory of the holy Ladge 
of St. 1 5 
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Brother WHITE, as W. M. 

25 . 5 

2161-5 ane Aﬀſftants. 4 
Gitppos, \ 15 El. 
Poon, 2 
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CHARGE 
ON EE 
BEHAVIOUR of MASONS. 

Rehearſed by Brother PR ESToMH. 
When the Lodge is cloſed, you may 
enjoy yourſelves with innocent mirth ; but 
you are carefully to avoid excels. —You 
are not to compel any brother to. at con- 
trary to his inclination, nor to give offence 
by word or deed, but enjoy a free and eaſy 
converſation. —You are to uſe no immoral 
or obſcene diſcourſe, but ſupport with 

propriety the e Lee character. 


You are to be cautious in your words 
and carriage, that the moſt penetrating 
ſtranger may not be able to diſcover, or 
find out, what is not proper to be inti- 


1 — 
4 b — ¼j — — 


22 —ů ů — —— K a 2 —— - EA — 6 Rs, -- 
* 
— a 7˙ âÄ— 
1 


P a nn ee 
; * 


8 


* 
4 
—— Re" * 
o 


44 GRAND GAL A- 


mated; and ſometimes you are to divert 


a diſcourſe, and manage it prudently, for 
the honor of the fraternity. f 


At home, and in your ſeveral neigh- 
bourhoods, vou als wo bilo. ifs and 
moral men. You are never to commu- 
nicate to your families, friends or acquaint- 
ance, the private tranſactions of our dif- 
ferent aſſemblies; but upon every occa- 
ſion conſult your own honor, and the re- 


putation of the ſociety at large. 


You are to ſtudy the preſervation of 
your healths, by avoiding irregularity and 


intemperance, leſt your families are ne- 


glected and injured, or yourſelves diſ 


abled from attending to your neceſſary em- 
n , 


1 
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If a ſtrange brother applies in that cha- 
racter, you are cautiouſly to examine him 
in ſuch a method as prudence may direct, 
and agreeable to the forms eſtabliſhed 
amongſt maſons ; that you may not be im- 


poſed upon by an ignorant falſe pretender, | 


whom you are to reject with contempt, and 


bewarc of giving him any hints of know- 


| ledge. But if you diſcover him to be a true 


and genuine brother, you are to reſpe&t 
him accordingly : if he is in want, you 
are to relieve him, if you can, or direct | 
him how he may be relieved ; , you are 
to employ him, or recommend him to be 
employed: however, you are never charged 
to do beyond your ability ; only to prefer 


a poor brother, who is a good man and 
true, before any other poor people in 


the . circumſtances. 


: 1 
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Finally, Theſe rules you are always to 


obſerve and enforce, and alſo thoſe duties 
which have been communicated in the 
lecture, cultivating brotherly love, the 
foundation and capeſtone, the cement and 
glory of this ancient fraternity; avoiding, | 
upon every occaſion, wrangling and quar- 
relling, ſlander and backbiting; not 
permitting. others to ſlander your honeſt 
brethren, but defending their characters, 
and doing them all good offices, as far as 
may be conſiſtent with your honour ant 
ſafety, but no farther, Hence all may ſee 
the benign influence of maſonry, as all-true 
maſons have done from the beginning of 
the world, and will do to the end of time, | 


Amen. So mote it be. 


—_— 
— 


An allegorical elucidation of the duties of 
morality, practiſed in all regular Lodges. 


- 
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Toaſt. May the cardinal virtues, with the 
grand principles of Maſonry, always 
. diſtinguiſh us; may we be happy to 

meet, happy to part, and happy to 


meet again.] 


. 
COME let us prepare, 
We brothers that are 
Aſſembled on noble occaſion: 
Let's be happy and ſing, 
For Life is a Spring 
To a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


The world is in pain 
Our ſecrets to gain, 
And ſtill let them wonder and gaze on: 
They ne'er can divine 5 
The Word or the Sign 
Of a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


8 8 * 
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Tis this and *tis that, 
They cannot tell what, 
Why ſo many great men of the nation, 
Should aprons put on, 


To make themſelves one F 
With a Free nd. an 1 Maſon. 


Great kings, dukes, and lords, 
Have laid by their ſwords, 
Our myſt'ry to put a good ones on ; ; 
And ne'er been aſham'd 
To hear themſelves nam'd 
With a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


Antiquity's pride 
We have on our ſide, 

And it maketh men juſt in their ſtation; 
There's nought but what's good 
To be underſtood 2 1 


te a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 
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We're true and ſincere, 
And juſt to the fair; 
They'll truſt us on any occaſion: 
N o mortal can more 


The ladies adore, 
Than a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


Then join hand in hand, 
By each brother firm ſtand, 
Let's be merry and put a bright face on 3 
What mortal can boaſt | 
So noble a toaſt 
As a Free and an Accepted Maſon ? 


Cnoxuvs. 
No — can boaſt 
So noble a toaſt 
As a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 
D | 


LY 
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Brother Px ESTox, in the name of the 
Committee of Stewards appointed for the 
Gala, returned thanks to the GRAND 


Orricers for the honor of their com- 
pany, and ſaluted them in due form. 


The. compliment was returned by the 


r 
1 


Grand MasTER in the chair, who ex- 
preſſed his great approbation of the regu- 
larity of the whole proceedings. 


All buſineſs being over, the Lodge was 
© cloſed by command of the Grand Maſter 


in the uſual form. 
Brother PRESTO N, as W. M. 
GLippon, as S. W. 
Puch, as J. W. 


The grand officers, preceded by the 
ſtewards for the occaſion, and attended by 


GRAND GALA. 51 
ſeveral reſpectable perſonages, then ad- 
journed to ſupper, an elegant entertain- 
ment being provided at the expence of 


# 


the ſtewards ; and the evening was con- 


cluded with the greateſt joy and feftivity, 
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50 GRAND GALA. 
Brother Px ESTox, in the name of the 
Committee of Stewards appointed for the 
Gala, returned thanks to the GRAND 
OFricers for the honor of their com- 
pany, and ſaluted them in due form. 


The. compliment was returned by the 
Ga AND MasrER in the chair, who ex- 


preſſed his great approbation of the regu- 
larity of the whole proceedings. 


All buſineſs being over, the Lodge was 
© cloſed by command of the Grand Maſter 


| in the uſual form. 


Brother PgesTox, as W. M. 


GLippon, as S. W. 
Pucn, as J. W. 


The grand officers, preceded by the 
ſtewards for the occaſion, and attended by 
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ſeveral reſpectable perſonages, then ad- 
journed to ſupper, an elegant entertain- 
ment being provided at the expence of 
the ſtewards; and the even ing was con- 


cluded with the greateſt joy and feſtivity; 


„ 
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„R E N LOSS 


oN THE 
FIRST LECTURE 
or 


M AS O N R Y. 


bk Brother PREST as N. 


ASONRY is juſtly conſidered as an art 
equally uſeful and extenſive. | It 

muſt be allowed, that i in all arts there | is a 
myſtery; which, being diſcovered, requires 
a gradual progreſſion of knowlege to attain 
to any degree of perfection in them. With- 
out much inſtruction, and more exerciſe, 
no man can be {kilful i in any art; in like 


manner, without an aſſiduous application 


Fe 4 


-- 
— — 
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to the various ſections comprehended in 
the different lectures of maſonry, no per- 
ſon can be ſufficiently acquainted with its 


true value. 


0 would not, however, have it inferred 
from this remark, that thoſe maſons who 
labour under the diſadvantages of a con- 
fined education, or whoſe ſphere of life 
requires' a more intenſe application to buſi- 
neſs or ſtudy, ſhould: be diſcouraged in 
their endeavours to gain a knowlege of 
' maſonry : I only mean, that it is not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to be acquainted with the 
more intricate parts of the ſcience, to 
qualify an individual to enjoy the benefits 
of the ſociety, and to partake of, its 
privileges. | 

Some are more dexterous and artificial 


than others, ſome more expert, ſome more 
D . 


54 GRAND GALA. 

eminent, ſome more uſeful ; yet all, in 
their different ſpheres, may prove advan- 
tageous to the community; and our neceſ- 
ſities as well as our conſciences bind us to 
love one another. It is certain that the 
induſtrious tradeſman proves himſelf a 
very uſeful member of ſociety, and worthy 
of every honor the craft can confer ; yet 
ſtill it muſt be allowed, that thoſe who, 
by accepting offices, exerciſe authority > 
' ſhould be properly qualified to diſcharge 
it with honor to themſelves, and credit 
to their different ſtations.— All- men are 
not bleſſed with the ſame powers, all men 
| have not the ſame advantages: : All men 
therefore are not equally qualified to go- 
vern.—Maſonry is founded upon too no- 
ble, too generous principles, to admit of 
diſquietude and variance among its pro- 
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feſſors; neither arrogance and preſumption 
appear on the one hand, nor diffidence and 
inability on the other. True friendſhip 
is cultivated among the different ranks of 
men, and that endearing happineſs pro- 
moted, which conſtitutes the eſſence of 
civil ſociety. e 


In the firſt lecture of maſonry, which 
paints virtue in the moſt beautiful co- 
ours, and enforces the duties of morality, 
we are taught ſuch uſeful leſſons as pre- 
pare our minds for a regular progreſs in | 
the principles of knowlege and philoſo- 
phy. Theſe are imprinted on the memory 


by lively and ſenſible images, to influ- 
ence our conduct in the proper diſcharge 
of the duties of ſocial life. Of this truth, 
no one converſant in the different ſec- 
D 4 5 


N 
wore 
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tions contained in this lecture can plead 
ignorance; though it muſt be acknow- 


ledged, however ſtrange it may appear, 


that many, diſtinguiſhed for their know- 


ledge in maſonry, have, too often -been 
diſpoſed to violate its laws, and even to 
diſregard thoſe incomparable precepts, to 


which a pretended conformity may have 


gained them applauſe. But I mean not 
this as a reflection on any individual, only 


as a friendly admonition, that our practice 
and profeſſion ſhould at all times N 


le. r he 


1 ſhall now proceed to explain the 
mode of arrangement of the different ſec- 
tions contained in the lecture of the 


' firſt degree of maſonry as mentioned in 


the preceding pages, and which, to the 


honor of my kind aſſiſtants at the Gala, 
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were diſplayed | to the 'beſt advantage on 


that occaſion. 


The firſt ſection of maſonry is ſuited to 
all- capacities, and may and ought to be 
known to every one who wiſhes to rank 
as a member of this ſociety. It conſiſts 
of general heads, which, though ſhort and 
ſimple, yet carry weight along with them ; 
and ſerve not only as marks of diſtinction, 
but communicate uſeful and intereſting 
knowlege when duly examined. They 


qualify us to try and examine the rights 
of others to our privileges, while they 
prove our own; and as they induce us to 
enquire more minutely into other parti- 
culars of greater importance, they ſerve as 
an introduction to topics more amply 
elucidated in the following ſections. 

V's 
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The ſecond ſection makes us not only 
acquainted with our peculiar forms and 
ceremonies, but convinces us, beyond the 
power of contradiction, of the propriety 
of our ſolemnities; - and demonſtrates to 


the moſt ſceprical and heſitating mind, 


7 excellence and utiliy. 


+ 4 1 * 


The third ſection proves us to be regu- 
lar members of the ſociety, and inculcates 


thoſe neceſſary and inſtructive duties, 
which at once dignify our characters in 
the double capacity of men "Ind maſons, 


The fourth ſection „ 
for the origin of our hieroglyphics, and 
convinces us of thoſe advantages which 


ever accompany a faithful obſervance of 


our duty; it illuſtrates at the ſame time 
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certain particulars, of which our ignorance 
may lead us into error, and which as ma- 
ſons weeare indiſpenſably bound to know. 

The fifth ſection informs us concerning 
the nature and principles of our conſtitu- 
tion, and teaches us to diſcharge with 
propriety the duties of the different de- 
partments, which we are nominated to 
ſuſtain. Here too, our ornaments are 
diſplayed, our jewels and furniture are ſpe- 
cified, and our patrons are diſtinguiſhed, 


| The fixth ſection, though the laſt in 

rank, is not the leaſt conſi derable in 

importance. It ſtrengthens theſe which 

proceed, and enforces, in the moſt enga- 

ging manner, a due regard to our cha- 

racter and behaviour in public as well as 
D 6 | 
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private life; in our lodges, as well as in 


the commerce of ſociety. 


Such 1s the mode of arrangement of 
the different ſections in the firſt lecture, 
which, with the forms adopted at the open- 
ing and cloſing of our aſſemblies, compre- 
hend the whole of the firſt degree of 
maſonry ; which, while it is void of tau- 
tology, has the ſupport of precedent and 
authority, and the ſanction and reſpect 


which flow from antiquity. The whole | 


is one regular ſyſtem of morality, con- 
b ceived in a ſtrain of intereſting allegory, 
which unfolds its beauties to the candid 
and induſtrious enquirer. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


\HE following piece is tel on 

ar diſcourſe compoſed by Brother 
CHARLES 1 member of the Vernon 
Kilwinning Lodge, Edinburgh, and deli- 
vered by him at the conſecration. of that 
Lodge on the 15th of May, 1741. It 
was publiſhed in the Edinburgh Free- 

Maſons Pocket Companion of the year | 
1765 *. 
This ingenious author has diſplayed 
great taſte in the choice of his ſubjeR, 
and has handled it with a conſiderable 
ſhare of propriety. In building, however, 
on the foundation and the materials he 
has laid and collected, it appeared to me 
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HE fallowing piece is founded on 

4 diſcourſe compoſed by Brother 
CHARLES LSI in, member of the Vernon 
Kilwinning Lodge, Edinburgh, and deli- 
vered by him at the conſecration of that 
Lodge on the 15th of May, 1741. It 
was publiſned in the Edinburgh Free- 
Maſons Pocket Companion of the year 
1765 * 
This ingenious author has diſplayed 
great taſte in the choice of his ſubject, 
and has handled it with a conſiderable 
ſhare of propriety. In building, however, 
on the foundation and the materials he 
has laid and collected, it appeared to me 


. 


* Publiſhed by Auld and Smellie. 
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necellary to deviate in a great — 
from his views; ſo that the ſuperſtructure 


I have raiſed is to be conſidered almoſt 
entirely as a new wat, 


- The liberty I have taken, I hope will be 


freely pardoned, when it is remembered, 


that it proceeds from an ardent zeal to 
promote a cauſe in the higheſt degree im- 
portant, and intereſting to ſociety. 


6 W. PRES TON. 


VINDICATION 


M AS ON R Y. 


F a man were placed in a beautiful 


garden, would not his mind, on a calm 


. ſurvey of its rich collections, be affected 
with the moſt exquiſite delight? The 


groves, the grottoes, the artful wilds, the 


the flowery parterres, the opening viſtos, 
the lofty caſcades, the winding ſtreams; 


the whole variegated ſcene, would awa- 


ken his ſenſibility, and inſpire his ſoul 


with the moſt exalted ideas. When, he 
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obſerved the delicate order, the nice ſym- 


metry, and beautiful diſpoſition of every 


part, which, though ſeemingly complete 


in itſelf, yet reflected ſurpriſing and new 


beauties on the other, ſo that nothing 


could be wanting to make one beautiful 


whole; with what bew-itching ſenſations 
would his mind be agitated A view of 


this delightful ſcene would naturally lead 
a him to admire and venerate the happy 
ny f him who War it. 


. Irihe ala Hurd en 5 forcibly 
impreſs the kuman mind with ſurpriſe and 
<atniration; with how much greater aſto- 
niment, and with what more profound 
reyerence muſt we behold the objects of 

nature, which, on {every hand, preſent to 
_ "our view unbounded ſeenes of pleaſure 
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and delight, in which divinity and wiſdom 
are alike conſpicuous ? The ſcenes which 
ſhe diſplays, are indeed too expanded for 
the narrow capacity of man; yet it is eaſy 
from the uniformity of the whole to com- 
N prehend what may lead to the true ſource 

- of happineſs, the grand Author of exiſt- 
ence, the ſupreme Governor of the world, 
the one perfect and unſullied beauty ! 


© - Befides all the gaietics and- pleaſing 
and with which our ſenſes are every mo- 
ment gratified; beſides the ſymmetry, 
good order, and proportion nnn 
the whole works of the creation, there 

| ſomething. farther that affects the refloct- 
ing mind, and draws its attention nearer 
to the divinity; the univerſal harmony 
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and affection which ſubſiſt throughout 
the different ſpecies of beings of every 
rank and denomination. Theſe are the 
ſure cements of the rational world, and 
by theſe alone the rational world ſubſiſts. 
Could we think that it was poſſible for 
them to be diſſolved, nature toe; and 
man, the chief work of God, would ſoon 
return to chaos, and univerſal ruin enſue. 


I we look around us, we ſhall find, 
that in the whole order of beings, from 
the ſeraph that adores and burns, doun 
to the moſt inconſiderable inſect, all, ac- 
"cording to their proportion in the ſeale of | 
— have, more or leſs, implanted 
in. On by wiſe nature, the principle of 
uniting with others of. the ſame ſpecies 
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of even the moſt inconſiderable animalt 
formed into different ranks and ſocieties 
for the benefit and protection of each 
other? Need I name the careful ant, or 
the induſtrious bee? inſets which the 
wiſeſt of men has recommended as a pat- 
tern of unwearied nn and Faden 
foreſight. | , | 


If we raife our ideas higher, we ſhall. 
find that this innate principle of friend- 
ſhip ariſes in proportion. as the objects 
ſeem to advance nearer to the degree of 
rational. There can be no better way of 
judging of the ſuperiority of one part of 
the animal creation above the other, 
than by obſerving what degrees of kind- 
neſs and ſeeming good - nature they enjoy. 
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ll. diſcuſſion of this philoſophical diſquiſition 
U | 
[| to ſome more refined genius, of — 


parts and W 


T 0 1 my ten to Pan 1 
ſpecies: let us think and meditate on theſe 
benevolent diſpoſitions and good temper of 
ſoul which indulgent nature has ſo kindly 
beſtowed upon us. As human nature 
riſes in the ſcale of things, ſo do the ſocial 
affections likewiſe ariſe. Do we not feel 
in our breaſts: a ſtrong propenſity to 
friendſhip ? Enjoy we not a pleaſure when 
it is firm and cemented, and feel we not 
a pain when it deadens or declines. What 
ſweetens life, but friendſhip? what di- 
verts care, but friendſhip? what allevi- 
ates pain, or makes ſorrow ſmile, War, 


friendſhip ? ? ſacred, holy friendſhip? 
8 
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The progreſs of friendſhip is . not con- 
| fined to the narrow circle of private con- 
nections, but is univerſal, and extends to 
every branch of the human race. Though 
its influence is unbounded, yet it exerts 
itſelf more or leſs vehemently as the ob- 
jects it favours are nearer or more remote. 
Hence ſprings true patriotiſm, which fires 
the ſoul with the moſt generous flame, 
creates the beſt and moſt diſintereſted 
virtue, and inſpires that public ſpirit and 
heroic | ardour, which enables us to ſup- 
port a good cauſe, and riſk our lives in - 
its defence. | 9 7 | 
65 ; 
This cammendable virtue crowns the | 
lover of his country with unfading laurels, . 
gives a luſtre to all bis action, and. 


(8 
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conſecrates his name to lateſt ages. 
The warrior's glory may conſiſt in mur- 
der, and the rude ravage of the deſolating 
ſword; but the blood of thouſands will 
net ſtain the hands of his country's friend. 
His virtues ares open, and of the nobleſt 


kind. - Conſcious integrity ſupports him 


againſt the arm of power ; and ſhould he 
bleed by tyrant-hands, he gloriouſly dies 


_ a martyr in the cauſe of liberty, and leaves 


to poſterity an everlaſting monument of 
the greatneſs of his foul. Should I name 
the firſt Brutus, the ſelf-devoted Decii, or 


the ſelf-condemned but unconquerable 
Cato? | | 


a 


Friendſhip not only appears divine when 


employed in preſerving the liberties of our 


country, but ſhines with equal ſplendor | 
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in the more tranquil hours of life. Be- 
fore it riſes into the noble flame of patriot- 
iſm, aiming deſtruction at the heads of 
nern thundering for liberty, and court 
ing dangers in a good cauſe, we ſhall ſee i it 


calm and moderate, burning with an even 


and heightening the reliſh for virtue. 
cieties are inſtituted, and the vacant hours 


of life are cheerfully employed in agree- 
able n and ſocial converſation. 


ſigns of the ſacred inſtitution of Maſonry; 
which not only cultivates and improves a 


glow, improving the ſoft hours of peace, ; 


Hence it is that contracts are formed, ſo- 


Tei is thus we may trace from reaſon, and 
the nature of things, the wiſe ends and de- | 


real and undiſguiſed friendſhipamong men, 
but "teaches them the more important 
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duties of ſociety.—Vain then is each iduẽ 
ſurmiſe againſt this ſacred art, which our | : 
ene may either meanly cheriſh in their 43 
own boſoms, or ignorantly promulgate 
to the uninſtructed world. By deerying 
maſonry, they derogate from human na- 
ture tſelf, and from that good order and | 
wiſe conſtitution of things, which the 
_ almighty Author of the world has framed | 
for the government of mankind, and has 
_ eftabliſhed as the baſis of the moral ſyſtem; ; 
which, by a ſecret but attractive force, 
diſpoſes the human heart to every ſocial 
virtue. Can friendſhip or ſocial delights 
be the object of reproaeh? Can that wiſ- 
dom which hoary Time has ſanctified, be 
the object of ridicule. How mean, how 
contemptible muſt theſe men appear, 


- 2 6 1 . 1 
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Sho vainly pretend to cenſure or contemn 
what they cannot comprehend! ! Phe ge- 
nerous heart will pity ignorance ſo 8 
ring and inſolent. 


4 mall now a and i * 
what ſhape maſonry is of univerſal utility 


to mankind, how it is reconcilable to che 
beſt policy, why it deſerves the gene- 
ral eſteem, and why all wen are bound to 
promote it. 


OE) from the pure n 
which ariſe from a friendſhip ſo wiſely 
eonſfituted, and which it is ſcarce poſ- 
fible 0 any cireumſtance or occurrenee 
can eraze; let us conſider, that maſonry 
is a ſcience . confined to no particular 
country, but diffuſed over the whole ter- 

SS *' 
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reſtrial globe. Wherever arts  flouriſhg 
there it Gourithes ron... p this, that 
by { ſecret and inviolable ſigns, carefully 
preſerved among ourſelves throughout 
the world, maſonry becomes an univerſal 
language by this means many adyan- 
tages are gained: men of all religions and 
of all nations are united. The diſtant 
Chineſe, the wild Arab, or the American 
ſavage, will embrace a brother Briton; 
and he will know, that, beſides the com- 
mon ties of humanity, there is ſtill a 
ſtronger obligation to engage Hm. to 
kind and friendly actions. The Spirit 
of the fulminating prieſt will be taned n 
and a moral brother, though: of a dif- 


ferent perſuaſion, engage his / eſteem. 
Thus all thoſe diſputes, which embitter 


Cr 
— 
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life and four the tempers of men, are 
avoided ; and every face is clad in ſmiles, 
while the common good of all, the gene- 
ral deſign of the craft, is zealouſly pur- 
ſued. ky 


Is it not then evident that maſonry is 
an univerſal advantage to mankind? for 
ſure, unleſs diſcord and harmony be the 
ſame, it muſt be ſo. Is it not likewiſe 
reconcilable to the beſt policy? for it 
prevents that heat of paſſion, and theſe 
partial animoſities, which different intereſts 
too often create. Maſonry teaches us to 
be faighful to our king, and true to our 
country; to avoid turbulent meaſures, and 
to ſubmit with reverence to the deciſions 
of legiſlative power. It is ſurely then no 


mean advantage, no trifling acquiſition, 
E 
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to any community or ſtate, to have under 
its power and juriſdiction, a body of men 

who are loyal ſubjects, patrons of ſcience, 

and friends to mankind, 


Does not maſonry, therefore, of itſelf 
command the higheſt regard ? Does it 
not claim the greateſt eſteem ? Does it 
not merit the moſt extenſive patronage ? 
Without doubt. If all that is good and 
amiable, if all that is uſeful to mankind 
or ſociety, be deſerving a wiſe man's at- 
tention, maſonty claims it in the higheſt 
degree. What beautiful ideas does it in- 
ſpire ? how does it open and enlarge the 
mind? and how abundant a ſource of 
ſatisfaction does it afford? Does it not re- 
commend univerſal benevolence, and every 
virtue which can endear one man to ano 
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ther? and is it not particularly adapted to 
give the mind the moſt diſintereſted, the 


moſt generous notions ? 


An uniformity of opinion, not only 


uſeful in exigencies but pleaſing in fami- 


liar life, univerſally prevails among maſons, 
ſtrengthens all the ties of their friendſhip, 
and equally promotes love and eſteem.— 
Maſons are brethren, and amongſt bro- 
thers there exiſt no invidious diſtinctions. 
A king is reminded, that although a crown 


adorns his head, and a ſceptre his hand, 


yet the blood in his veins is derived from 
the common parent of mankind, and is 


no better than that of the meaneſt of his 
ſubjects. Men in inferior ſtations are 


taught to love their ſuperiors, when they 


ſee them diveſted of their grandeur, and 
| E 4 
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condeſcending to trace the paths of wiſ- 
dom, and follow virtue, aſſiſted by thoſe of 
a rank beneath them. Virtue is true no- 
bility, and wiſdom is the channel by which 
it is directed and conveyed, Wiſdom and 
virtue, therefore, are the great character- 
iſtics of maſons. | 


Maſonry inculcates univerſal love and 
benevolence, and di ſpoſes the heart to par- 
ticular acts of goodneſs. A maſon, poſ- 
ſeſſed of this amiable, this god - like diſ- 
poſition, is ſhocked at miſery under every 

form or appearance. His pity is not only 
excited, but he is prompted, as far as is 
conſiſtent with the rules of prudence, to 
alleviate the pain of the ſufferer, and cheer- 
fully to contribute to his relief. For this 

end our funds are raiſed, and our charities 
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eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt foundation. 
When a brother is in diſtreſs, what heart 
does not ake ? When he is hungry, do we 
not convey him food ? Do we not clothe 
him when he is naked? Do we not fly to his 
relief when he is in trouble. Thus we 
evince the propriety of the title-we aſſume, 
and demonſtrate to the world thatthe term 
Brother among maſons is not merely 


nominal. 


If theſe adts are not ſufficient to recom- 
mend ſo great and generous a plan, ſuch a 
wiſe and good ſociety, happy in themſelves, 
and equally happy in the poſſeſſion of 


every ſocial virtue, nothing which is truly 


good can prevail. The man who reſiſts. 
arguments drawn from ſuch topics, muſt 


be callous to every noble principle, and 
hoſt to all ſenſe of honor. 
E 45 


4 
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Nevertheleſs, though the faireſt and the 
beſt ideas may be thus imprinted in the 
mind, there are brethren who, careleſs 
of their own reputation, diſregard the in- 
ſtruc᷑tive leſſons of our noble ſcience, and 
by yielding to vice and intemperance, not 
only diſgrace themſelves, but reflect dis. 
honor upon maſonry in general. It is 
this unfortunate circumſtance which has 
given riſe to thoſe ſevere and unjuſt reflec- 
tions, which the prejudiced part of man- 
kind have ſo liberally beſtowed upon us. 
But let theſe apoſtate brethren know, and 
let it be proclaimed to the world at large, 
that they are unworthy of their truſt, and 
that, whatever name or deſignation they aſ 


ſume, they are in reality no maſons. It is as 


poſſible for a mouſe to move a mountain, 


OF MASONRY. $3 
or a man to calm the boiſterous ocean, as it 
is for a principled maſon to commit a dife 
honorable action. Maſonry conſiſts in vir- 
tuous improvement, in cheerful and inno- 
cent paſtime, and not in lewd debauchery 
or unguarded exceſs. 2 


But though unhappy brethren thus 
tranſgreſs, no wiſe man will draw any argu- 
ment from thence againſt the ſociety, or 
urge it as an objection againſt the inftitution, 
If the wicked lives of men were admitted 
as an argument againſt the religion which 
they profeſs, chriſtianity itſelf, with all 
its divine beauties, would be expoſed 


to cenſure. Let us therefore endea- 
A your ftrenuouſly to ſupport the dignity of 
4 our characters, and by reforming the 
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abuſes which have crept in among us, 
diſplay maſonry in its primitive luſtre, 
and convince mankind that the ſource 


from which it flows, is truly divine. 


It is this conduct which can alone re- 
trieve the ancient glory of the craft. Our 
generous and good actions muſt diſtin- 


guiſh our title to the privileges of maſonry, 


and the regularity of our behaviour diſ- 
play their influence and utility. Thus the 


world will admire our ſanctity of manners, 


and effectually reconcile our uniform con- 
duct with the incomparable tenets we 


profeſs to admire. 


As our order is founded upon har- 


mony, and ſubſiſts by regularity and pro- 
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OF MASONRY. 89 
portion; ſo our paſſions ought to be pro- 
perly reſtrained, and be ever ſubſervient 
to the dictates of right reaſon. As the 


delicate pleaſures of friendſhip harmonize 


our minds, and exclude rancour, malice, 


or ill- nature; ſo we ought to live like 


brethren bound by the ſame tie, always 
cultivating fraternal affection, and recon- 
ciling ourſelves to the practice of thoſe 
duties, which are the baſis on which the 
ſtructure we erect muſt be ſupported. 
By improving our minds in the prin- 
ciples of morality and virtue, we en- 
large our underſtandings, and more effec- 
tually anſwer the great ends of our 
exiſtence. Such as violate our laws, 
or infringe on good order, we mark 
with a peculiar odium; and if our mild 
endeavours to reform their lives ſhould 
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not anſwer the good purpoſes intended; 
we expel them our aſſemblies, as unfit 
members of ſociety. 


This is the practice which ſhould uni- 
verſally prevail among maſons. Our out- 
ward conduct being directed by our in- 
ward principles, we ſhould be equally 
careful to avoid cenſure and reproach.— 
Uſeful knowlege ought to be the great 
object of our deſire; for the ways of 
wiſdom are beautiful, and lead to plea- 
ſure. We ought to ſearch into na- 
ture, as the advantages accruing from 
ſo agreeable a ſtudy, will amply com- 
penſate our unwearied aſſiduity.— Know- 
lege muſt be attained by degrees, and 
is not every where to be found. Wiſ⸗ 


dom ſeeks the fecret ſhade, the lonely 


4 
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cell deſigned for contemplation 3 there 
enthroned ſhe fits, delivering her ſacred 
oracles : there let us ſeek her, and purſue 
the real bliſs; for though the paſſage be 
difficult, the farther we trace it, the eaſier 
it will become. 1 


Geometry, that extenſive art, we ſhould 
particularly ſtudy, as the firſt and nobleſt 
of ſciences. —By geometry we may curi- 
oully trace nature, through her various 
windings, to her moſt concealed receſſes. 
By it we may diſcover the power, the wiſ- 
dom, and the goodneſs of the grand artificer 
of the univerſe, and view with amazing 
delight the beautiful proportions which 
connect and grace this vaſt machine, 
By it we may diſcover how the planets 
move in their different orbs, and mathe- 


—— _ 
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matically demonſtrate their various revo- 
lutions. By it we may rationally account for 


the return of ſeaſons, and the mixed 


variety of ſcenes which they diſplay to the 


diſcerning eye. Numberleſs worlds are 
around us, all framed by the ſame divine 
artiſt, which roll through the vaſt expanſe, 


and are all conducted by the ſame unerring 


laws of nature. How 5 we then! im- 


prove? with what grand ideas muſt ſuch 


knowlege fill our minds ? ? and how wor- 


thy is it of the attention of all rational 


beings, eſpecially of thoſe who profeſs 
themſelves promoters. of our grand in- 


ſtitution. 


It was a ſurvey of nature and the obſer- 


vation of its beaytiful proportions that 
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firſt determined man to imitate the di- 
vine plan, and to ſtudy ſymmetry and 
order. This ga riſe to ſocieties, and 
birth to every uſeful art. The architect 
began to deſign, and the plans which he 
laid down, improved by experience and 
time, produced ſome of thoſe excellent 
; works which will be the admiration of 
future ages. I might here trace the 
| hiſtory of the craft, and ſhew, that ever 
ſince as began, or harmony diſplayed 
her charms, our order had a being ; ; but 
ths} is ſo well known, that a tedious diſ- 
cuſſion of incontrovertible facts, might 
rather cloud the underſtanding, than open 
to our view a proſpect which ignorance 
and barbariſm can only veil, 
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If we are united, our ſociety muſt 
fAlouriſh ; let us then promote the uſeful 
arts, and by that means mark our diſ- 
tinction and ſuperiority ; let us cultivate | 
the ſocial virtues and improve in all 
that is good and amiable; let the genius 
of maſonry preſide, and under her ſove- 
reign ſway let us endeayour to act with 
becoming dignity. 5 


Now, is maſonry fo good, ſo valuable 
a ſcience? Does it tend to inſtruct the 
mind, and tame each unruly paſſion? 
Does it expel rancour, hatred, and envy ? 
Does it reconcile men of all religions and 
of all nations? Is it an univerſal cement, 
_ binding its followers to charity, good-will 
and ſecret friendſhip ? Is it calculated to 
promote the trueſt freedom? Does it 
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teach men to lead quiet lives? In ſhort, 
are its precepts a complete ſyſtem of 
moral virtue? Then, Hair, thou glori- 
ous craft, bright tranſcript of all that is 
amiable! Hair, thou bleſt moral ſcience, 
which ſo beautifully exemplifies vir- 
tue! Welcome, ye delightful manſions, 
where all enjoy the pleaſures of a ſe- 
rene and tranquil life! Welcome, ye 
bleſt retreats, where ſmiling friendſhip 


ever blooms, and from her throne dif- 


penſes pleaſure with unbounded liberality | 
Welcome, ſacred habitations, where peace 
and innocence for ever dwell 
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If we are united, our ſociety muſt 
flouriſh z let us then promote the uſeful 
arts, and by that means mark our diſ- 
tinction and ſuperiority ; let us cultivate 
the ſocial virtues and improve in all 


that is good and amiable; let the genius 


of maſonry preſide, and under her ſove- 


| reign ſway let us endeavour to aft with | 
becoming dignity. 


- Now, is maſonry fo good, fo valuable 
a ſcience? Does it tend to inſtruct the 
mind, and tame each unruly paſſion ? 
Does it expel ranconr, hatred, arid envy? 


Does it reconcile men of all religions and 


of all nations? Is it an univerſal cement, 
_ binding its followers to charity, good-will 


and ſecret friendſhip? Is it calculated to 
promote the trueſt freedom? Does it 
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teach men to lead quiet lives? In ſhort, 
are its precepts a complete ſyſtem of 
moral virtue? Then, Hair, thou glori- 
ous craft, bright tranſcript of all that is 
amiable! Hair, thou bleſt moral ſcience, 
which ſo beautifully exemplifies vir- 
tue! Welcome, ye delightful manſions, 


where all enjoy the pleaſures of a ſe- 
rene and tranquil life! Welcome, ye 
bleſt retreats, where ſmiling friendſhip 
ever blooms, and from her throne dif- 
penſes pleaſure with unbounded liberality ! 
Welcome, ſacred habitations, where peace 
and innocence for ever dwell { 
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THE 
| Fundamental Principles 
OF 
MASONRY 


EXPLAINED. 


In a Letter from the learned Mr. Joan Locks, 
to the Right Honourable THOMAS Earl of 
P EMRBROEE. 
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HIS letter incloſes a copy of an 
ald Manuſcript in the Bodleian L- | 
wks on the ſubject of free-maſonry, in 
which the fundamental principles of that 
inſtitution are accurately lated. It is 
enriched with many learned notes and ob- 


ſervations by Mr. Locke, who, though 
not at that time enrolled in the order of 
maſons, yet offers conjectures on the hiſtory 
and traditions of maſonry, which are not 
only juſt but rruly judicious, 


As every reader muſt feel 5 ſatiſ· 


maion, whom it more neatly concerns 3. 1 


faction in the peruſat of this ancient ma- 


2 * 6—ͤ—ü— — 0 


enter . ¹·˙•· ũͤwAuwũ᷑/ /f -, 


— the commons of England thought 
the maſons worthy their attention: At- 


apprehend it will be unneceſſary to apo- 
logize for annexing it to the preſent pub- 


lication. The recommendation of the 
celebrated Mr. Locke, a philoſopher of 
as great merit and penetration as this na- 
tion has ever produced, added to the real 


value of the piece itſelf, muſt not only 


give it a ſanction, but render it deſerving 
a ſerious and candid examination. 


* 


1. m may be proper to give ome account 
of maſonry at the time this manuſcript is 
ſuppoſed to have been wrote; I ſhall 


therefore prefix a brief extract from our 
book of conſtitutions, and other publica- 


tions which * a on the 1 


: 3 81 2 5 201 1 
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tempts wer® made to ſuppreſs their lodges 


and communications, and the following 


act was paſſed to prohibit their confede- 


rating in chapters or congregations. 


3 Hen. VI. cap. I. A. D. 1425. | 


Masows Hall not confederate in chapters or 
congregations. 


„ WHreREAs, by the yearly congrega- 


< tions and confederacies made by the 


* maſons in their general aſſemblies, the 
« good courſe and effect of the ſtatutes 


« of labourers be openly violated . and 
cc broken, in ſubverſion of the law, and 


<« to the great damage of all the com- 


% mons; our ſovereign lord the King, 


villing in this caſe to provide a remedy, 
« by the advice and conſent aforeſaid, 


« and at the ſpecial requeſt of the com- 


F ; 


[98] 
'& mons, hath ordained and eftabliſhed, 
that ſuch chapters and congregations 
< ſhall not be hereafter holden; and if 
* any fuch be made, they that cauſe ſuch 
= chapters and congregations to be afſem- 
« bled and holden, if they thereof be 
* convict, ſhall be judged for felons: 


% and that other maſons, who come to 


< ſuch chapters or congregations, be pu- 
« niſhed by priſonment of their bodies, 
“ and make fine and ranſom at the king's 
« will.” 

This ſevere ordinance, however, was 
never once put in execution, nor did it 
in the leaſt intimidate the maſons from 


holding their regular aſſemblies. They 
never ſolicited their noble patrons to get 
it repealed; conſcious of their own inte- 
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- grity, they dreaded not its force. Their 


* 


prudent and upright Eeporrtmeit, che te- 
| gularity of their proceeding 88. and the e ex- 


cellence of their laws and regulations, had 
eſtabliſhed their reputation, and gained 
them univerſal eſtcem. Notwithſtanding 
this rigorous edict, the effect of prejudice 
and malevolence in an arbitrary ſet of men, 
lodges were formed in different parts of 
the kingdom; and 1 joy and 


Felicity reigned among the fraternity, 


In the year 1429, during the minority of 


this prince, a reſpectable lodge was held at 
| Canterbury, under the patronage of Henry 
Chicheley, the archbiſhop ; at which were 


preſent Thomas Stapylton, the Maſter 


John Morris, cuſtos de la lodge lathomo- 
F 2 5 
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rum, or warden of the lodge of mafdns ; 
with fifteen fellow-crafts, and three en- 
tered apprentices; all of whom are parti- 
5 ticularly named in the Latin Regiſter of 
William Molart, prior of Canterbury, in 
manuſcript, pap. 88. intitled, Liberatio 
« generalis Domini Gulielmi Prioris Ec- 
« clefiz Chriſti Cantuarienſis, erga F a. 


4 tum Natalis Domini 1429.” 


A record in the reign of Edward IV. 
runs thus: „ The company of maſons, 
« being otherwiſe termed free-maſons, of 
“ auntient ſtaunding and good reckon- 
„ inge, by means of affable and kind 
Fu meetyngs dy verſe tymes, and as 5 2 
6 vinge brotherhode uſe to doe, did fre- 


« quent this mutual aſembly 1 in the tyme 
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« of Henry VI. in the twelfth yeare of 


cc his moſt gracious reign, A. D. 1434. 


The ſame record ſays farther, © That the 
« charges and laws of the free-maſons 
« have been ſeen and peruſed by our late 
« Soveraign King Henry VI. and by the 
« lords of his moſt hotiourable council, 
« who have allowed them, and declared, 
« That they be right good and reaſon- 
« able to be holden, as they have been 
drawn out and collected from the re- 


46 cords of auntient rymes,” &c. cee. 


From this it appears, that before the 
troubles which happened in the reign of 
this unfortunate prince, free-maſons were 
in high eſtimation. The above record 
deſcribes A coat of arms much the fame 

F 3 


| L 1e2. 1 

with that of the London company of 
freemen maſons z. whence it is generally 
believed that this company is deſcended of 
that antient fraternity; and in former 
times, no man, it alſo appears, was made 
fre of thar company until he wa ird 
in ſome lodge of free and accepted maſons, 
as a. neceſſary qualification, This prac- 
rice, ſtill prevails in e among the 
operative maſons. 


* 


By what, follows it will be found how 
very intent king Henry was on obtaining 
a thorough knowlege of the: origiaal 
principles of maſonry, even before his ini- 

tiation into the. order, which certainly, 
took place in the year 1442: Many 
lords and gentlemen of the court at the 


1 103 J 
fame time followed his Majeſty's example, 
and the ſociety continued in a flouriſhing 
ſtate, till the peace of the kingdom was 
interrupted by the bloody civil wars be- 
tween the two royal houſes of York and 


Lancaſter, when free-maſonry fell into an 
almoſt total neglect. 
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Fundamental Principles 


or 
M A 8 ON R I 
EXPLAINED. 


A LETTER from the learned 


Mr. Joun Locke, to the Right Hon. 

Thomas Earl of PeMBROKE, with an 

old Manvscrieyr on the ſubject of 
 Faze-MaASONRY. 


| My Log, 1 th May, 1696. 
| I Have at length, by the help of Mr, 
Collins procured a copy of that M. 8. 


in the Bodleian library, witch you: were | 
F 5 
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ſo curious to ſee: and, in obedience to 


your Lordſhip's commands, I herewith 
fend it to vou. Moſt of the notes an- 


nexed to it, are what J made yeſterday 


for the reading of my lady Maſham, who 
is become ſo fond of maſonry. as to ſay, 
that ſhe now more than ever wiſhes herſelf 
a man, that ſhe might be capable of ad- 
miſſion into the fraternity. 


The M. S. of which this 1 is a copy, ap+ 
pears t9 be abour 160 years old; yet (as 
your lordſhip will obſerve by the title) it 
is itſelf a copy of one yet more ancient 
by about 199 years: for the original is 
ſaid to have been the hand-writing of 
K. Henry VI. Where that prince had it 
is at preſent an uncertainty ; ; but 1 it ſeems 
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* before wh king) of . one of the. | 
brotherhood of maſons; among whom 
he entered himſelf, as it is ſaid, when he 
came out of his minority, and thence- 
| forth put a ſtop to a perſecution that 
had been raiſed againſt them : But I muſt | 
not detain. your lordſhip longer by * 

preface from the thing itſelf. 


I know not what effect the ſight of 
this old paper may have upon your 
lordſhip; but for my own part I can- 
not deny, that it has ſo much raiſed 
my curioſity, as to induce me to enter 
myſelf into the fraternity, which I am 
determined to do (if I may be admitted) 

* The paper alluded. to- by Mr. Locke, is the- 


immediately following one, 
E 6. 
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the next time I go to London, and that 


will be ſhortly. I am, 
My Load, 
Tour Lonpsuiy's moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble ſervant, 


JOHN LOCKE. 
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TT TTTETTEIT rt FT TI TTrTtt 1 
CERTAYNE QUESTYONS, 

WYTH-. 


AWNSWERES TO THE SAME, 


CONCERNING THE 


MYSTERY of MACONRYE; 


Writtene by the hande of kynge HEXRYx, 
the ſixthe of the name, 


And faythfullye copyed by me (1) Jonan 
LEYLANDE, Antiquarius, 


By the 5 of his (2) Highneſſe. 


They be as ellos, | 

Quesr. HAT mote ytt be? (30 
be Answ. Ytt beeth the | 
ſkylle of nature, the underſtondynge of 
the myghte that ys hereynne, and its 
fondrye werckyn ges; ſonderlyche, the 
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a0 le of rectenyngs, of waightes and 
metynges, and the treu manere of facon- 
nynge al thynges for mannes uſe ; headlye, 
dwellynges, and buyldynges of alle 


kindes, and al odher thynges that make 


gudde to manne. 
Qursr. Where dyd ytt begyne? 
Answ. Ytt dyd begyane with the (4) 
fyrſte menne in the efte, whych were be- 


fore the (5) ffyrſte manne of the weſte, and. 


comynge weltlye, tt hathe broughte 
herwyth. alle comfortes to the vylde and 


ecomfortleſſe. 


QuesT. Who dyd brynge ytt weſtlye? 
Answ. The (6) Venetians, whoo be- 
ynge grate merchaundes, comed ffyrſte 


fromme the eſte ynn Venetia, for the | 


beige: 


commodytye. « of marchaundyly: age be 
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eſte and weſte, bey the redde and myd- 
dlelonde ſees. 

Quxs r. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde? 

Axsw. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, 
journeyedde ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, 
and yn Syria, and yn everyche londe 
whereas the Venetians hadde plauntedde 
maconrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn 
al lodges . of maconnes, he lerned muche, 
and retournedde, and woned yn Grecia 
magna (8) wackſynge, and becommynge 
a myghtye (9) wyſcacre, and greatelyche 
renowned, and her he framed a grate 
ladge at Graton (10), and maked many 
roaconnes, ſore whereoffe dyd. journeye 
yn Fraunce, and maked manye maconnes, 
wherefromme, yn Proceſſe of tyme, * 
arte paſſed yn Engelonde. 


Quzsr. Dothe maconges Sfcouen there 
andes u unto odhers? | 
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Ausw. Peter Gower, whenne he jour- 
neyedde to lernne, was ffyrſte (11) made, 
and anonne techedde; evenne ſoe ſhulde all 
odhers beyn recht. Natheleſs (12) ma- 
connes hauethe always yn everyche tyme, 
from tyme to tyme, communycatedde to 
mannkynde ſoche of ther ſecrettes as gene- 
rallyche myghte be uſefulle; they haueth 
keped backe ſoche allein as ſhulde be 
harmefulle yff they comed yn euylle 
haundes, oder ſoche as ne myghte be 
holpynge wythouten the techynges to be 


joynedde herwythe in the lodge, oder 


ſoche as do bynde the freres more ſtronge- 
lyche togeder, bey the proffytte and com- 
modytye comynge to the confrerie her- 
fromme. | 

' Quesr. Whatte artes hankth the ma- 
connes techedde mankynde? * 
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Answ, The artes (13) agricultura, ar- 
chitectura, aſtronomia, geometria, numeres, 
muſica, poeſie, 8 governmente, 
and relygyonne. 
 Quesr. Howe commethe maconnes 
more teachers than odher menne ? 

ANSwW. The hemſelfe haueth allein in 
(14) arte of fyndinge neue artes, whyche 
arte the ffyrſte maconnes receaued from 
Godde ; by the whyche they fyndethe 
whatte artes hem pleſethe, and the treu 
way of techynge the ſame. Whatt odher 
menne doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey 
chaunce, and therfore but lytel I tro. 

Quesr. What dothe the maconnes 
concele and hyde ?- 

Answ. They concelethe the art of 
ffyndynge neue artes, and thattys for here 
own proffytte, and (15) preiſe: They 
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i concelethe the art of kepynge (16) ſe- 
1 crettes, thatt ſoe the worlde mayeth no- 
1 thinge concele from them. They concel- 
ethe the art of wunderwerckynge, and of. 
foreſayinge thypges to comme, thatt ſo. 
thay ſame artes may not be uſedde of the 
wyckedde to an euyell. ende; thay alſo 
concelethe the (47) arte of changes, the 
wey of wynnynge the facultye (18) of 
Abrac, the ſkylle of becommynge gude 
agg parkyghte vythouren the holpynges 

of fere and hope; and the univenſellg 
1 £19) longage of maconnes. 1 


Quxsr. W he teche mE thay ſame 
artes? 


Answ. Ve ſhalle be techedde yff ye be 
warthye, and able to lerne. 
Quzsr. Dothe all maconnes kunne 
| mare then odher mene? 
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Axsw. Not ſo. Thay onlyche haueth 
recht and occaſyonne more then odher 
menne to kunne, butt manye doeth fale yn 
capacity, and manye more doth want in- 
duſtrye, thats ys perneceſſarye for the 
gaynynge all kunnynge. 

QuesrT. Are maconnes gudder menne 
then odhers ? | 1 TG | 

Answ. Some magonnes are not ſo ver 
tuous as ſome other menne 3 but, yn the 
moſte parte, thay. be more gude than they 
Woulde be yt thay war not maconnes. 

Quxsr. Doth maconnes love eidther 
odher myghtylye as beeth ſayde? 

 Answ, Yea verylyche, and yt may not 
odherwiſe be: For gude menne and treu, 
kennynge cidher odher to be ſoche, doeth 


always love the more as thay be more gude. 


Here endethe the queſtyannes, and awnſweres. 


OBSERVATIONS, 


3 THE 


FOREGOING QUESTIONS 1 
By Mr. Locke. 


(2) Ions LEYLANDE was ls by | 
Henry VIII. at the diſſolution of mo- 
naſteries, to ſearch for, and ſave ſuch 
books and records as were valuable among 

them. He was a man 1 labour 
| and induſtry, 


| 
| (2) His Hronvesse, meaning the ſaid 
| King Henry VIII. Our kings had not 
then the title of majeſty, 
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(3) What mote ytt be ?] That is, what 
may this myſtery of maſonry be? The 
anſwer imports, that it conſiſts in natural, 
mathematical and mechanical knowledge. 
Some part of which (as appears by what 
follows) the maſons pretend to have 


taught the reſt of mankind, and ſome part 
they ſtill conceal. 


(4) (5) Fyrſte menne yn the eſte, &c.] 

It ſhould ſeem by this that maſons be- 
lieve there were men in the eaſt before 
Adam, who is called the M fyrſte manne of. 
the weſte;” and that arts and ſciences be- 
gan in the eaſt, Some authors of great | 
note for learning have been of the ſame f 
opinion; and it is certain that Europe 
and Africa (which, in reſpect to Aſia, may 
be called weſtern countries) were wild 
and ſavage, long after arts and politeneſs 
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of manners were. in great Perfeclion in 
China, and the Indies. 


(6) The Venetians, &c.] In the times 
of monkiſh ignorance it 1s no wonder that 
the Phenicians ſhould be miſtaken for the 
Venetians. Or, perhaps, if the people 


— 


were not taken one for the other, ſimili. 
tude of ſound might deceive the clerk 
who firſt took down the examination. 


3 8 ' 1 | | 
The Phenicians were the greateſt voyagers 
among the agcients. and were in Europe 


thought to be the inventors of letters, | 


which perhaps they Wenn from the eaſt 
with other arts. 


=o Peter Gone). This muſt bas ano- 
ther miſtake of the writer. I was puz- 
zled at firſt to gueſs who Peter Gower 
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Engliſh; or how a Greek ſhould come 
by ſuch a name: But as Toon as I thotght 
of Pythagoras, I could ſcarce forbear ſmi- 
ling, to find that philoſopher had under- 
gone a metempſycoſis he never dreamt 
of. We need only conſider the French 
pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, 
that is Petagore, to conceive how eaſily 
ſuch a miſtake might be made by an un- 
learned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled 
for knowledge into Egypt, &c. is known 
to all the learned; and that he was ini- 
tiated into ſeveral different orders of prieſts, 


who in thoſe days kept all their learning 
ſecret from the vulgar, is as well known. 


Pythagoras alſo made every geometrical - 


theorem a ſecret, and admitted only ſuch 
to the knowledge of them, as had firſt 
undergone a five years ſilence. He 'is 
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ſuppoſed to be the inventor of the 47th 
propoſition of the firſt book of Euclid, 
for which, in the joy of his heart, it is 
ſaid he ſacrificed a hecatomb. He alſo 
knew the true ſyſtem of the world, lately 


1 revived by Copernicus; and was certainly 
is a moſt wonderful man. See his life by 
Dion. Har. | 


| (8) GRECIA Macna, a part of Italy 
| | formerly ſo called, in which the Greeks 
| had ſettled a large colony. 


(9) Wyſeacre.] This word at preſent 


1 ſignifies ſimpleton, but formerly had a 
quite contrary meaning. Weiſager, in the 
old Saxon, is philoſopher, wiſeman or 
wizard, and having been frequently uſed 
ironically, at length came to have a direct 
meaning in the ironical ſenſe. Thus, 
{ Duns Scotus, a man famed for the | ſub- 
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tilty and acuteneſs of his underſtanding, 
has, by the ſame method of irony, Rs a 


general name to modern dunces. 


| (10) Groton.] Groton is the name of 
a place in England. The place here 


meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, ; 


which in the time of ** was very 
populous. 


01 1) Fyrſte nid J The word maps I 


W ſuppoſe has a particular meaning among 


the maſons : perhaps it ſignifies, initiated, 


(12) Maconnes haueth communyca- 
W tedde; &c.]- This paragraph hath ſome- 
| thing remarkable in it. It contains a 
juſtification of the ſecrecy ſo much boaſted 

of by maſons, and ſo much blamed by 
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ſuppoſed to be the inventor of the 47th 
propoſition of the firſt book of Euclid, 
for which, in the joy of his heart, it is 
ſaid he ſacrificed a hecatomb. He alſo 
knew the true ſyſtem of the world, lately 
revived by Copernicus; and was certainly 
a moſt wonderful man. See his life by 
Dio. Har. 110 
(8) GRECIA Macna, a part of Italy 
formerly ſo called, in which the Greeks 
had ſettled a large colony. 


(9) Wyſeacre.] This word at preſent 


ſignifies ſimpleton, but formerly had a 


quite contrary meaning. Weiſager, in the 
old Saxon, is philoſopher, wiſeman or 
wizard, and having been frequently uſed 
ironically, at length came to have a direct 


meaning in the ironical ſenſe, Thus, 
Duns Scotus, a man famed for the ſub- 
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tilty and acuteneſs of his underſtanding, 
has, by the ſame method of irony, given a 


general name to modern dunces. 


(10) Groton.] Groton is the name of 
2 place in England. The place here 
meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, 
which in the time of Pythagoras was very 
populous. | 


(11) Fyrſte made.] The word Maps I 
| ſuppoſe has a particular meaning among 


the maſons : perhaps it ſignifies, initiated. 


(12) Maconnes haueth communyca- 

| tedde, &c.] This paragraph hath ſome- 

thing remarkable 1n it. It contains a 

juſtification of the ſecrecy ſo much boaſted 

of by maſons, and ſo much blamed by 
| G 
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others; aſſerting that they have in all 
.ages diſcoyered ſuch things as might be 
uſeful, and that they conceal ſuch only 
as would be hurtful either to the world 
or themſelves. What theſe ſecrets are, 
we ſee afterwards. 


(13) The artes, agricultura, &c.] It 
ſeems a bold pretence this of the maſons, 
that they have taught mankind all theſe 
arts. They have their own. authority for 
it; and I know not how we ſhall diſprove 
them. But what appears moſt odd is, 
that they reckon religion among the arts. 


_ (14) Arte of ffyndinge neue artes.] The 

art of inventing arts, mult certainly be a 

moſt uſeful art. My. lord Bacon's No- 

vum Organum is an attempt towards 
ge 
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ſomewhat of the ſame kind. But I much 
doubt, that if ever the maſons had it, 


they have now loſt it; ſince ſo few new 


arts have been lately invented, and ſo 
many are wanted. The idea I have of 
ſuch an art is, that it muſt be ſomething 


proper to be applied in all the ſciences 


generally, as algebra is in numbers, by 
the help of which, new rules of arithmetic 


are, and may be found. 


(ig) Preiſe.] It ſeems the maſons have 
great regard to the reputation as well as 
the profit of their order; ſince they make 


it one reaſon for not divulging an art in 


common, that it may do honour to the poſ- 
ſeſſors of it. I think in this particular they 
ſhew too much regard for their own ſociety, 
and too little for the reſt of mankind. 
G 2 
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(16) Arte of keepynge ſecrettes.} 
What kind of an art this is, I can by 
no means imagine, But certainly ſuch 
an art the maſons muſt have: For though, 
as ſome people ſuppoſe, they ſhould have 
no ſecret at all, even that muſt be a 
ſecret which being diſcovered would ex- 
poſe them to the higheſt ridicule : and 
therefore it requires #he utmoſt caution to 


conceal it. 


{ 17) Arte of chaunges.] 1 know not 
what this means, unleſs it be the tranſmu- 
tation of metals. 


(1 8) Facultye of Abrac.] Here I am 
_ utterly 1 in the dark. 


(19) Univerſelle longage of maconnes. ] 
An univerſal language has been much 
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deſired by the learned of many ages. It 
is a thing rather to be wiſhed than hoped 
for. But it ſcems the maſons pretend to 
have ſuch a thing among them. If it be 
true, I gueſs it muſt be ſomething like 
the language of the Pantomimes among 
the ancient Romans, who are ſaid to be 
able, by ſigns only, to expreſs and deliver 

any. oration intelligibly to men of all na» 
tions and languages. A man who has all 

theſe arts and advantages, is certainly in 
a condition to be envied: But we are 
told, that this is not the caſe with all 
maſons ; for though theſe arts are among 
them, and all have a right and an oppor- 
tunity to know them, yet ſome want ca- 
pacity, and others induſtry to acquire 


them. However, of all their arts and 


ſecrets, that which I moſt deſire to know 
G 3 1 


thing ſo amiable as to charm the hearts 
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is, The ſkylle of becommynge gude and 
parfy ghte; and I wiſh it were commu- 
nicated to all mankind, ſince there is 
nothing more true than the beautiful ſen- 
tence contained in the-laſt anſwer, That 
the better men are, the more they love one 
another.“ Virtue having in itfelf ſome- 


of all that behold it. 


g — 


To explain the old words in the fore- 


e 


A GLOSSARY, 


going Manuſcript. 


ALLEN, only 

Alweys,. always 
Beithe, both 
Commodytye, conveniency 
Confrerie, fraternity 
Faconnynge, forming 
Fore-ſayinge, prophecying 
Freres, brethren N 
Headlye, chiefly 
Hem pleſetbe, they pleaſe 
HemPelfe, themſelves 

Her, there, their 
- Hereynne, therein 
Herwyth, with it 
Holpynge, beneficial _ 
Kunne, know 
Kunnynge, knowledge 
Make gudde, are beneficial 
Metynges, meaſures 
G4 
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Mote, may 
Myddlelonde, Achter end | 
Mygbte, power 
Occaſyonne, opportunity | 
Oder, or 
Onerche, only  _ + 
Perneceſſarye, abſolut ly neceſſary 
Preiſe, honourtr | 
Recht, right 
Reckenyags, numbers 
Senderlyche, particularly 
SHlle, knowledge 
Wackſynge, growing 
Merck, operation 
Fey, way 

Whereas, where 

Moned, dwelt 
Wungderwerckynge, working MIrac: es 
NHlde, ſavage 
ynnynge, gaining 
Zun, into 


Eg! 
. 
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N act of parliament having paſſed 
during the minority of Henry VI. 
to ſuppreſs the lodges and communica 
tions of maſons, it may. not. be improper 
here to ſtate ſome. of the. circumſtances 
which are ſuppoſed to have rem. riſe to 
this ſevere edict. | 


T be aue of Bedford, at that time 
regent, being in France, the regal power 
was veſted in Humphrey, duke of Glou- 
oeſter, his brother, who was ſtiled pro- 

G 5 | 
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tector and guardian of the kingdom. 
The care of the young king's perſon and 
education was intruſted to Henry Beau- 
fort, biſhop of Wincheſter, the Duke's 
uncle. The biſhop was a prelate of great 
capacity and experience, but of an intri- 
guing and dangerous character. As he 
aſpired to the government of affairs, he 
had continual diſputes with his nephew 


the protector, and gained frequent advan- 


tages over the vehement and impolitic 
temper of that prince. Being inveſted 
with power, he ſoon began to ſhew his 


pride and haughtineſs, and he wanted nat 
followers and agents, who were buſy to 
augment his influence. 


In a parliament held at Weſtminſter 


on the 17th of November 1423, to an- 
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fwer a particular end, it was ordained 
and enacted, « That if any perſon, com- 
* mitted for grand or petty treaſon,” 
* ſhould wilfully break out of priſon, . 
* and eſcape from the ſame, it ſhould be 
« deemed petty treaſon, and his goods 
« be forfeited . About this time: one 
William King of Womolton in Tork- 


ſhire, ſervant to Sir Robert Scott, lieu- 
tenant of the Tower; pretended,: that he 


had been offered by Sir John Mortimer, 
couſin to the lately: deceaſed Edward 


Mortimer, earl of March, the neareſt in- . 
blood to the Engliſh crown, and then a pri- 


foner m the Tower, ten pounds to. buy him 

clothes, with forty pounds a year, and to 

be made an car], if he would aſſiſt Mor- 

timer in making his eſcape ; that Mortimer ; 

Wolſe's Chronicle, publiſhed by Stowe; 
G. 6. 


ſaid, he would raiſe 40,000 men on. his 
enlargement, and would ſtrike off the 
heads of the rich biſhop of Wincheſter, 
the duke of Glouceſter, and others. This 
fellow undertook to prove upon oath the 
truth of. his aſſertion. A ſhort time after,, | 
a ſcheme was formed to cut off Mortimer, 
and an opportunity. ſoon offered to carry 
it into execution. Mortimer being per- 
mitted one day to walk to the Tower 
wharf, was ſuddenly. purſued, ſeized, 
brought back, accuſed of breaking out of 
priſon, and of. attempting his eſcape. He 
was tried, and the evidence of King being 
admitted, was convicted, agreeably to the 
late ſtatute, and afterwards beheaded. 


5 The death of Mortimer occaſioned great 


murmuring and diſcontent among the 
people, and threatened a ſpeedy ſubver- 
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ſiom of thoſe in power. Many hints were 
thrown out, both in public and private 
aſſemblies, of the fatal conſequences which 
Were expected to ſucceed this commo- 
tion. The amazing progreſs it made, 
juſtly alarmed the ſuſpicions of the ambi- 
tious prelate, who ſpared no pains to exert 


his power. on the occaſion, 


The animoſity between. the uncle- and 
nephew daily increaſed, and the autho- 
xity of parliament was obliged to inter- 
poſe. On the laſt day of April 1425, 
the parliament met at Weſtminſters- 
The ſervants and followers of the 
peers coming thither, armed wich clubs 
and ſtaves, occafioned its being named 

uE BATT PARLIAMENT. Several laws 

were then made, and among the reſt, an 
act for aboliſhing the ſociety of ma- 
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ſons; at leaſt for preventing their aſſem 


blies and congregations. As their meet- 
ings were ſecret, it can raiſe no ſurpriſe 


that they ſhould attract the attention of 


che aſpiring prelate, rene w his apprehenſion, 
and incur his diſpleaſure: the law, how- 
ever, wasnever once executed againft them, 
nor any attempt made to diſturb their 
aſſemblies; the biſhop being diverted 
from his perſecution of the maſons, by. 
an affair in which he. was more nearly. 


concerned. 


On the morning of St. Simon and 
Jude's day, after the lord mayor of Lon- 
don had returned to the city from Weſt- 
minſter, where he had been taking the 


uſual charges of his high office, he re- 


ceived a ſpecial meliage. from. the. duke. 
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of Glouceſter, requiring his immediate 
attendance. Being ſeated. at dinner when 
the meſſenger arrived, he returned an 
anſwer that he would unmediately wait 

on his highneſs ; which he accordingly 
did. Being introduced into the preſence, 
the duke commanded his lordſhip to ſee 
chat the city was properly watched the 
following night, as he expected his uncle 
would endeavour to make himſelf maſter. 
ol it by force, unleſs ſome effectual means 
were adopted to ſtop his progreſs. This 
command vas ſtrictly obeyed; and, at 
nine o'clock the next morning, the biſhop 
of Wincheſter, with his ſervants and fol- 
lowers, attempted to enter the city by 
the bridge, but were prevented by the 
vigilance of the citizens; who, having 
been. previouſly apprized of their deſign, = 


4 N _— , ——_— = 
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2 ent meaſures, and in all probability pre- 
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repelled them by force. This unex pected 
repulſe enraged the haughty and imperi- 
ous prelate, who immediately collected a 
numerous body of archers and other men 
at arms; and commanded: them to aſſault 
the gate with ſhot. The eitizens directly 


mut up their ſhops, and erowded to the 


bridge in great numbers, when a general 
maſſacre would 'eertainly have enſued, had 
it' not been for the timely interpoſition 
and prudent adminiſtration of the mayor 
and aldermen, who happily ſtopt alb vio- 
vented a great effuſion of blood; 10 
The archbiſhop of Canterbury, in con- 
junction with Peter, duke of Conimbra, 
eldeſt ſon of the king of Portugal, and 
exeral others, endeavoured to — 
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fury of the two contending parties, and, 
if poſſible, to bring about a reconciliation 
between them; but all to no purpoſe, 
neither party would yield. They rode 
eight or ten times backwards and for- 
wards, uſing every ſcheme they could 
think of to prevent further extremities, 
before they could ſucceed in their media- 
tion, or bring the parties to a conformity * 
at laſt it was agreed on both ſides, that 
all hoſtile proceedings ſhould drop, and 
the matter be referred to the award of the 
duke of Bedford. Upon this peace was 
reſtored, and the city remained in quiet 


* 


for the preſent . 


The biſhop loſt no time in tranſmitting 
his caſe to the duke of Bedford ; and in 
Tei Wallep Chops! -: iu 1 
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order to gloſs it over with the beſt eo- 
lours he wrote the following letter : 


* RIGHT high and mighty prince, 
« and my right noble,. and after one, | 
« leiueſt [earthly] lord; I. recommend 
me unto your grace with all my heart; 
« And as you deſire the welfare of the 
« king our ſoyercign lord, and of his. 


« realms of England and France, your 


< own weal [health] with. all yours, haſte: 

you hither: For by my troth, if you. 
* tarry long, we mall put this land in 
, jeopardy [ adventure] with a field, ſuch. 
« 2 brother you have here; God make 
4 him a good man. For your wiſdom. 
<«< well knoweth that the profit of France 
* ſtandeth in the welfare of England, &c. 
The bleſſed Trinity. keep you. Written 
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in great haſte at London, on All-hal- 
„ lowen-even, the 3 iſt of October, 1425. 


1 your ſervant, to my lives end, 


2 H E N RY, | WIV CH ESTE 8 


This tremendous letter had the de- 
ſired effect, and haſtened che return of the 
duke of Bedford to London, where he 
arrived on the 1oth of January, 1423˙6. 
On the 21ſt of February he held a great 
council at St. Albans, adjourned it to. 
the 15th of March at Northampton, and 
the 25th of June at Leiceſter. Batts and 
ſtaves being now prohibited, the fol- 
| lowers of the members of parliament at- 
tended with ſtones in a ſling, and plum- 
mets of lead. The duke of Bedford. 
employed the authority of parliament to 


— — 
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reconcile the differences which had broke 
out, and proceeded to extremities, be- 
twixt his brother and the biſhop of Win- 
cheſter ; and obliged theſe rivals to pro- 
miſe before that aſſembly, that they would 


bury all quarrels in oblivion. Thus the 
long wiſhed- for peace between theſe two 


great perſonages, was, to all appearance, 
accompliſhed. 


The duke of Glouceſter, during the 


diſcuſſion of this matter before parliament, 
exhibited the following charge, among five 
others, ' againſt the biſhop of Wincheſter: 
„ That he had, in his letter to the duke 
of Bedford at France, plainly declared 
& his malicious purpoſe of aſſembling the 


people, and ſtirring up à rehellion in 


1 


«c che nation, contrary to the king's 
<< peace.” 


The biſhop's anſwer to this accuſation 
was, „That he never had any intention 
ce to diſturb the peace of the nation, or 
<« raiſe any rebellion ; but that he ſent to 


e the duke of Bedford to ſolicit his ſpeedy 


« return to England to ſettle all thoſe 
a differences which were ſo prejudicial 
« to the peace of the kingdom : That 
* though he had indeed written in the 


letter, That if be tarried, we ſhould put 


& the land in adventure by a field, ſuch a 
" brother you have here; he did not mean 
« jt of any deſign of his own, but con- 
ec cerning the ſeditious aſſemblies of ma- 
< ſons, carpenters, tylers, and plaiſterers; 
<« who, being diſtaſted by the late act of 


* parliament againſt the exceſſive wages 
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c of thoſe trades, had given out many 


c ſeditious ſpeeches and menaces againſt 
certain great men, which tended much 


< to rebellion : That the duke of Glou- 


cc ceſter did not uſe his endeavour, as he 


& ought to have done in his place, to 


<« ſuppreſs ſuch unlawful aſſemblies : fo 


chat he feared the king, and his good 


& ſabjets, muſt have made a field to 
« withſtand them; to prevent which, he 
chiefly deſired the duke of Bedford to 
& come over.“ 


Cc 


= 


The falſchood of the biſhop's charge 
againſt the maſons is ſo ſelf-evident, that it 
would be encroaching on the judgment of 
the candid reader to ſuppoſe it neceſſary to 
urge any arguments to prove it. Suffice 
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it to obſer ve, that the maſons have ever been 
quiet men and faithful ſubjects, who have 
cultivated peace and friendſhip one witk 
another, promoted the uſeful arts, prac- 
tiſed the moſt noble principles, and never 
meddled in the affairs of either church or 
ſtate, but have always ſubmitted with reve- 
rence to the eſtabliſhed laws and govern- 
ment of the country in which it was their 
lot to reſide. The innocent cauſe of all the 
perſecutions and reproaches which they 
have ſuffered, is the ſecrecy obſerved. among 
them. In conducting all worldly affairs, 
ſecrecy is a virtue, not only eſſential, but 


abſolutely neceſſary. The royal art teaches 
us fidelity to our truſt, as well as diſcretion 
in the rule of our conduct; and the ſecrets 
of maſonry are neither contrary to religion 
or the duty of ſubjects, nor are they in 


” 
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the leaſt degree inconſiſtent with any law, 
human or divine.—It is probable, the 
prelate may have had the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and commons of London, in 
kis view, at the time he made his charge 
againſt the fraternity, and that theſe were 
the maſons whom he had decreed for de- 
ſtruction. 


Sovereign authority being veſted in the 
duke of Glouceſter, as protector of the 
realm, the execution of the laws, and all 
that related to the civil magiſtrate, cen- 
tered in him: a fortunate circumſtance 
for the maſons, who were not only un- 
juſtly accuſed, but vilely aſperſed, and 
debarred the privileges of aſſembling to- 
gether for mutual edification and improve- 
ment, by a cruel act of parliament iſſued 
out againſt their chapters, through the 


powerful influence of the biſhop of Wins 
cheſter, and his adherents. 


The duke of Glouceſter particularly fa- 


voured the maſons at this critical juncture, 


Knowing them to be innocent of the ac- 


cuſations laid againſt them, he not only 


protected them, but transferred the charge 


of rebellion, ſedition, and treaſon, from 


them, to the biſhop of Wincheſter, and 


his followers; who were the firſt to 
diſturb the public peace, and kindle the 
flames of civil diſcord. This prince is 


ſaid to have received a more learned 


education than was uſual in his age, to 


have founded one of the firſt public libra- 
ries in England, and to have been a great 


patron of learned men. So reſpectable a 


ſociety as that of the maſons, could not 
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.then fail of attracting his notice; and, if 
our records may be depended upon, we 
Have reaſon to believe, that he was admit- 
-ted into the order, and that he aſſiſted at 
the initiation of king Henry, in the 


year 1442. 


The biſhop of Wincheſter, ſenſible that 
his actions were not to be juſtified by the 
laws of the land, prevailed with the king, 
through the interceſſion of the parliament, 
whom his riches had particularly inte- 
reſted in his favour, to grant him letters 
of pardon for all offences committed by 
him, contrary to the- ſtatute of proviſors, 
and other acts of præmunire. Five years 
after this, he procured another pardon, 
under the great ſeal, for all ſorts of crimes 
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whatever, from the creation of the world 
to the 26th of July 1437. 


The duke of Glouceſter, not withſtand- 
ing all the cardinal's precautions, in 1442, 
drew up articles of impeachment againſt 
him, and preſented them with his own 
hands to the king ; deſiring that judgment 
might be paſſed upon him, according to 
his crimes. The king referred the matter 
to his council, who took it under their 
conſideration; but, being principally eccle- 
ſiaſtics, they favoured the cardinal. At 
laſt, the duke, wearied out with their te- 
dious delays and fraudulent dealings, 
dropt the proſecution, and the cardinal 
eſcaped. "I 
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Nothing could remove the inveteracy 
of the cardinal againſt the duke of Glou- 


ceſter ; he was reſolved to deſtroy a man 


whoſe popularity might become danger- 


ous, and whoſe reſentment he had ſo much 


reaſon to apprehend. The Duke had ever 
been a ftrenuous oppoſer of every mea- 


ſure contrary to the public good. By his 


prudence, as well as the authority of his 


birth and ſtation, he had prevented an ab- 


ſolute ſovereign power from being veſted 
in the king's perſon, This enabled 
Wincheſter to gain many partizans, who 
were eaſily brought to concur in the ruin 


of the prince. 70 


5 


. His dutcheſs, the daughter of Reginald 
lord Cobham, had been accuſed of the 
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crime of witchcraft, and it was pretended 
that a waxen figure of the king was found 
in her poſſeſnon; which ſhe, and her aſſo- 
ciates, Sir Roger Bolingbroke, a prieſt, 
and one Margery Jordan of "my melted 
in a magical manner before a flow fire, 
with an intention of making Henry's force 
and vigour waſte away by like inſenſible 


degrees. The accuſation was well calcu- 


lated to affect the weak and credulous 


mind of the king, and to gain belief in 


an ignorant age. The dutcheſs was 


brought to trial, with her confederates, and 


the priſoners were pronounced guilty : the 
dutcheſs was condemned to do public 
penance in London for three days, and 


to ſuffer perpetual impriſonment z the 


others were executed. 
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The protector, provoked at ſuch re- 
peated inſults offered to his wife, made a 
noble and ſtout reſiſtance to theſe moſt 
abominable and ſhameleſs proceedings, 
but it unfortunately ended in his own 
deſtruction. In order to effectuate the 
plan the enemies of this prince had con- 
certed to murder him, a parliament was 
ſummoned to meet at St. Edmondſbury 
in 1447, where they expected he would lie 
entirely at their mercy. As ſoon as he 
appeared, on the ſecond day of the ſeſſi- 
ons, he was accuſed of treaſon, and thrown 
into priſon; where he was found the next 
day, bafely and ſhamefully murdered. Ir 
was pretended, that his death was natural 5 
but though his body, which was expoſed 
to public view, bore no marks of outward 


injury, no one doubted that he had fallen 


. 
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a ſacrifice to the vengeance of his ene- 


mies. Five of his ſervants were tried for 
aiding him in his treaſons, and condemned 
to be hanged, drawn and quartered. 
They were hanged accordingly, cut down 


alive, tripped naked, and marked with a 


knife to be quartered ; when the marquis 


of. Suffolk, through a mean and pitiful 
affectation of popularity, produced their 
pardon, and faved their lives: the moſt 
barbarous kind of mercy that can poſſibly. 


be imagined 


Thus fell that great prince the duke 
of Glouceſter. His death was univer- 
ſally lamented throughout the whole 
kingdom. He had long obtained, and 


deſerved well, the ſirname of GOOD. He 
©, 5 . | n 
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was a lover of his country, a friend to 
good men, the protector of the maſons, 
a patron of the learned, and an en- 


courager of every work worthy of 


everlaſting memorial, His inveterate 


- proſecutor, the hypocritical biſhop, ſtung 


with remorſe, ſcarce ſurvived him two 
months; when, after a long life ſpent 
in falſchood and politics, he ſunk into 
oblivion, with all the daggers of divine 
yengeance ſticking 1n his heart, 


The wickedneſs of his life, and his 
mean, baſe and unmanly death, will eyer 
be a bar againſt any vindication of his 
memory for the good which he did while 
alive, or which the money he had amaſſed 
could do after his deceaſe. When in his. 
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* laſt moments he was heard to utter theſe 
8, mean expreſſions: Why ſhould I die, 
1 * who am poſſeſſed of ſo much wealth ? 
f & Tf the whole kingdom could fave my 


&« life, I am able by my policy to pre- 
« ſerve it, or by my money to purchaſe 
« jr, Will not death be bribed, nor 
e money do every thing?“ The inimi- 
| table Shakeſpeare, after giving a moſt hor-- 
rible picture of deſpair, and a tortured 
conſcience, in the perſon of the cardinal, 
introduces king Henry to him with theſe: 
ſharp and piercing words : 
« Lord cardinal, if thou think'ſt on 
heav*n's bliſs, 
Lift up thy hand, make ſignal of 
that hope.” | 
e dies, and makes no ſign. 
Hen. VI. Act 3. 


H g 
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* The memory of the wicked ſhalt rot, 


e but the unjuſtly perſecuted ſhall be had 
in everlaſting remembrance.” 


— 


| Having thus endeavoured to explain 
the circumſtances which gave riſe to the 
act of parliament paſſed during the mi- 
nority of Henry VI. againſt the aſſem- 
blies of maſons, and which has never yet 
been repealed, I ſhall now proceed to 
give the opinion of judge Coke upon 
that ſtatute. 17 

« All the ſtatutes concerning labourers 
« before this act, and whereunto this act 
« doth refer, are repealed by the 53 Eliz. 
“cap. 4. about A. D. 1562, whereby the 
cauſe and end of making this act is 
44 taken away, and conſequently the act 


« 18 become of no force; for ceſſante ra- 


— 
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« tione legis, cefſat ipſa lex: and the in- 


dictment of felony upon this ſtatute 


“ muſt contain, That thoſe chapters and 
« congregations: are to the violating and. 
& breaking of the good courſe and effect 
, of the ſtatutes of labourers ; which 
* now cannot be alleged, becauſe thoſe 
« ſtatutes be repealed. Therefore this 
« would be put out of the charge of 
“ juſtices of the peace.” InsTITUTES,. 
Part. III. fo. 19. 


It is plain, therefore, from thi above 


opinion, that this act, though never ex- 


preſsly repealed, can have no force at pre- 
ſent. The maſons may reſt. very quiet, 
may continue to hold their aſſemblies, and 
may propagate their myſteries, as long as 


their confor mity to their profeſſed prin- | 


ciples intitles them to the ſanction of go- 
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756 REMARKS. 
vernment. In this country, maſonry is 
too well known, to raiſe any ſuſpicion 
in the legiſlature. The greateſt perſon- 
ages have preſided over the ſociety, and 
under their auſpicious government,. at 
different: times, an acquiſition of patrons, 
both. great and noble, has been made. 
It would therefore be abſurd to imagine, 
that any legal attempt will ever be thought 
of to Giſturb the peace and harmony 
of a ſociety ſo truly reſpectable and ſo 
highly honoured. 


— 


I will now beg leave to offer a few re- 
marks on the old MS. which Mr. Locke 


has ſo faithfully copied, and which ſeems 


to have engaged his attention in a par- 


ticular manner, by his enriching it with 


many curious and uſeful elucidations. 


— —— 


His conjectures, concerning its being an 
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examination taken before king Henry of 
ſome one of the fraternity of maſons, are 
very juſt. The ſevere edict paſſed at that 
time againſt the ſociety, and the diſcou- 
ragement given to the maſons by the 
biſhop of Wincheſter and his party, in- 
duced that prince, in his riper years, to 
make a ſtricter ſcrutiny into the nature of 
the maſonic inſtitution, which was fortu- 
nately attended with this happy circum- 
ſtance, of gaining his favour, together with 


his patronage. Had not the diſturbances 


and civil commotions in the Kingdom, du- 
ring his reign, ſolely attracted the notice 
of government, it is more than probable 
this act would have been repealed, 
through the interceſſion of the duke of 
Glouceſter z whoſe attachment to the ſo- 
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ciety, we have already obſerved, was par- 


ticularly conſpicuous. 


FCC 


REMARKS on the QuesTions, and 


on the Annotations of Mr. Locke. 


3 ns 

P. 109. 117. What mote ytt be ?] 
Mr. Locke obſerves, in his annotation 
on this queſtion, that the. anſwer to it 
imports, that maſonry conſiſts of natural, 
mathematical, and mechanical knowlege ; 
ſome part of which the maſons pretend 
to have taught the reſt of mankind, and 


The firſt number refers to the page of the 
queſtions ; the ſecond number to the page of the 
notes. : 
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ſome part they ill conceal. — The arts 
which have been communicated to the 
world by maſons, are particularly ſpeci- 
fied in an anſwer to one of the following 
queſtions; as are alſo thoſe which they 
have reſtricted to themſelves for wiſe pur- 
poſes. —Morality might likewiſe have 
been included in this anſwer, as it con- 
ſtitutes a principal part of the maſonic 
ſyſtem; every character, figure, and em- 


blem, adopted by maſons, having a moral 


tendency, and ſerving to inculcate the prac- 


tice of virtue. 


II. 


Page 110. 117. Where did ytt be- 


gynne ?] Mr. Locke's remark on the an- 
ſwer to this queſtion, that maſons believe 
there were men in the eaſt before Adam 
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169 RE MAR EK 8. 
is indeed a mere conjecture. This opi- | 
nion may be confirmed by many learned 
authors, but maſons comprehend the 
true meaning of maſonry taking riſe in 
the eaſt, and ſpreading to the ich 
out having recourſe to the Præadamites. 
Eaſt and weſt, are terms peculiar to the 
ſociety, and, when maſonically adopted, 


are only intelligible to maſons; as they 


refer to certain forms and eſtabliſned cuſ⸗ 


toms among themſel ves. 


am 
Page 110. 118. Who dyd brynge ytt 


weſtlye?] The judicious correction of an 
illiterate clerk, in the anſwer to this queſ- 
| tion as well as the next, reflects great 


credit on the ingenious annotator. His 
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explanation is juſt, and his elucidation 


accurate, | 


IV. 

Page 111. 118, Howe comede ytt yn 
Engelonde ?] Pythagoras was regularly 
Initiated into maſonry; and being pro- 
per:y inſtructed in the myſteries of the 
art, he was much improved, and propa- 
gated the principles of the order in other 
countries into which he afterwards tra- 
velled. The records of the fraternity in- 
form us, that the uſages and cuſtoms 
among maſons have ever correſponded 
with thoſe of the antient Egyptians, to 
which they bear a near affinity. Theſe 
philoſophers, unwilling to expoſe their 
myſteries to vulgar eyes, couched their 
particular tenets and principles of polity 


0 
— 
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under hieroglyphical figures, and expreſ- 
ſed their notions of government by ſigns 
and ſymbols, which they communicated 
to their magi alone, and they were bound 
by oath not to reveal them. Hence aroſe 
the Pythagorean ſyſtem, and many otſier 
orders, of a more modern date. T Ins 
method of inculcating ſublime truths and 
important points of knowlege by alle- 
gory, ſecured them- from deſcendin g into 
the familiar reach of every inattentive and 
unprepared novice, from whom they 
might not receive due veneration. A fie 


milar cuſtom till prevails in many of the 
eaſtern nations. ; 


T7. 
Page 111. 121. Dothe maconnes: diff 


couer here artes unto odhers?] Maſons, 


in all ages, have ſtudied the general good 
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of mankind. Every art which is uſeful, 
or neceſſary: for the ſupport of authority 
and preſervation of good government, as 
well as for promoting ſcience, they have 
cheerfully communicated to mankind. 
Thoſe matters which were of no public 
importance, they have carefully preſerved 
| in their own breaſts ; ſuch as, the tenets 
of the order, their myſtic forms, and pare 
ticular cuſtoms. Thus they have been 
diſtinguiſhed in different countries, and 
by this means have confined their privi- 


leges to the juſt and meritorious. 


VI. | 
Page 112. 122, Whatte artes haueth 
the maconnes techedde mankynde ?] The 


arts which the maſons have publicly 


taught, are here ſpecified. It appears to 
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have ſurpriſed the learned annotator, that 
religion ſhould be ranked among the arts 
propagated by the fraternity. Maſons 


have ever, in compliance with the tenor 


o their profeſſion, paid due obedience to 


the moral law, and have inculcated its 


precepts with- powerful energy on all 


their followers. The doctrine of one 
God, the creator and preſerver of the uni- 
verſe, has always been their firm belief. 


Under the influence of this doctrine, the 


cond uct of the fraternity has been regu- 
lated through a ſucceſſion of ages. The 
progreſs of knowlege and philoſophy, 
aided by divine revelation, having abo- 
liſhed many of the vain ſuperſtitions of 
antiquity, and enlightened the minds of 
men with the knowlege of the true God 
and the ſacred myſteries of the chriſtian 
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faith, maſons have always acquieſced in, 
and zealouſly purſued every meaſure which 
might promote that holy religion, ſo wiſely 
calculated to make men happy. In thoſe 


countries, however, where the goſpel has 


not reached, and chriſtianity diſplayed her 


beauties, the maſons have purſued the 


univerſal religion, or the religion of na- 
ture; that is, to be good men and true, by 
whatever denomination or perſuaſion they 
have been diſtinguiſhed. A cheerful com- 
pliance with the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
country in which they live, in ſo far as it 
correſponds with, and is agreeable to the | 
tenets of maſonry, is earneſtly reeom- 
mended in all their aſſemblies. This uni- 


verſal conformity, notwithftanding private 


ſentiment and opinion, anſwers the laud- 


able purpoſe of conciliating true friend- 
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ſnip among men, and is an art few are 


qualified to learn, and ſtill fewer to teach. 


= 
Page 113. 122. How commede ma- 


connes more teachers than odher menne '] 


The anſwer implies, that maſons having 


greater opportunities of improving their 
natural parts, are better qualified to in- 
ſtrut others. Mr. Locke's obſervation 


on their having the art of finding new 


arts, is very judicious, and his explanation 
of it juſt. The fraternity have ever made the 
ſtudy of the arts a principal part of their 
private amuſement ; in their ſeveral aſſem- 


blies nice and difficult theories have 
been faithfully canvaſſed and wiſely ex- 
plained ; freſh diſcoveries have alſo been 


produced, and thoſe already known 
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have been accurately illuſtrated. The 
different claſſes eſtabliſhed, the gradual 
progreſſion of knowlege communicated, 
and the regularity obſerved throughout 
the whole ſyſtem of their government, is 
an evident proof of this aſſertion. Thoſe 
initiated into the myſteries of the art ſoon 
diſcover that maſons are poſſeſſed of the art 
of finding out new arts; to which know- 
lege they gradually arrive by inſtruction 
from, and familar intercourſe with, men 


of genius and ability. 


VIII. 

Page 113. 123. What dothe the ma- 
connes concele and hyde ?] The anſwer 
imports, the art of finding new arts, for 
their profit and praiſe; and | then par- 
ticularizes the different arts they care- 
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fully conceal. Mr. Locke's remark, that 


this ſhews too much regard for their own 
ſociety, and too little for the reſt of man- 
kind, is rather too ſevere, when he has 
admitted the propriety of concealing from 
the world what is of no real public utility, 
left, being converted to bad uſes, the con- 
ſequences might be prejudicial to ſociety. 
By the word praiſe, is here meant honor 
and reſpect, to which the maſons were 
ever intitled, and which only could give 
credit to the wiſe doctrines they propa- 
gated. Their fidelity has ever given them a 
claim to eſteem, and the rectitude of their 
manners has ever demanded veneration. 
Mr. Locke has made ſeveral judicious 
obſervations on the anſwer to this queſ- 
tion. His being in the dark concerning 
the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I 
7 
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am noways ſurpriſed at, nor can I con- 
ceive how he could otherwiſe be. ABrac 
is an abbreviation of the word aBRACa- 
DABRA., In the days of ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition, that word had a magical fignt- 
fication, and was written in a certain form 
peculiar to the craft, The explanation 

of it is now loſt, 
Our celebrated annotator has taken no 
notice of the maſons having the art of 
working miracles, and foreſaying things to 
come. Aſtrology was received as one of 
the arts which merited their patronage; 
and the good effects reſulting from the 
ſtudy of it, may fully vindicate the counte- 
nance given by the maſons to this deluſion. 
The ancient philoſophers applied with 
unwearied diligence to diſcover the aſpects, 


magnitudes, diſtances, motions and revolu- 


tions of the heavenly bodies; and accord. 
ing to the diſcoveries they made, pretended 
to foretell future events, and to deter- 


miĩne concerning the ſecrets of providence: 


Hence this ftudy grew, in a courſe of 


time, to be a regular ſcience, and was ad- 
mitted among the other arts practiſed by 
maſons. 

Aſtrology, it muſt be owned, however 
vain and deluſive in itſelf, has proved ex- 


remely uſeful to markind, by promoting 


the excellent ſcience of aſtronomy. The 
vain hope of reading the fates of men, and 
the ſucceſs of their deſigns, has been -one 
of the ſtrongeſt-motives to induce them, in 


all countries, to an attentive obſervation of 


the celeſtial bodies; whence they have been 


taught to meaſure time, to mark the dura- 
tion of ſeaſons, and to regulate the opera 


tions of agriculture. 
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IX. 
Page 11 4. Wylle he teche me 1 N 


ſame artes?] By the anſwer to this queſ- 
tion, we learn the neceſſary qualifications . 
which are required in a candidate for 


maſonry ; a good ch "_ and an able 


capacity. 


X. 


Page 114. Dothe all maconnes kunne 


more then odher menne 7] The anſwer 


only implies, that maſons have a better 


opportunity than the reſt of mankind, of 
improving in uſeful knowlege. | 


XI. 
Page 115. Are maconnes gudder menne 


than odhers?] Maſons are not underſtood 


to be more virtuous in their lives and 
I 2 
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actions, than other men may be; but it 
is an undoubted fact, that a ſtrict con- 
formity to the rules of their profeſſion, 
may make them better men than they 
otherwiſe would be. 


XII. 

Page 115. Dothe maconnes love eidher 
odher myghtylye as beeth ſayde ?] The 
anſwer to this queſtion is truly great, and 
18 judiciouſly remarked upon by the 
learned annotator. 

By the anſwers to the three laſt queſ- 
tions, maſonry is vindicated againſt all 
the objections of cavillers; its excellency 
is diſplayed; and every cenſure againſt 
it, on account of the tranſgreſſions of its 
profeſſors, entirely removed. —No bad 
man can be enrolled in our records, if 


\F 


1 


known to be ſo; but ſhould he impoſe 
upon us, and we unwarily are led to re- 


ceive him, our endeavours are exerted to 


reform him: and, it is certain, by being a 


maſon, he will become a better ſubject to 


his ſovereign, and a more uſeful member 
to the ſtate. 


Upon the whole, Mr. Locke's obfer- 
vations on this curious manuſcript, are 
well deſerving a ſerious and careful ex- 


amination ; and there remains little doubt, 


but the favourable opinion he conceived 
of the ſociety of maſons before his ad- 
miſſion, was nnn confirmed after 


his initiation. 


— —_—_— 
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Ox all the arts which the maſons pro- 


feſs, the art of keeping a ſecret, particu- 
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tarly diſtinguiſhes them. Secrecy is a 
proof of wiſdom, and is of the utmoſt 
importance in the different tranſactions of 
life. Sacred, as well as profane, hiſtory, 
has declared it to be an art of ineſti- 


mable value. Secrecy is agreeable to the 


Deity himſelf, who gives the glorious. ex- 
ample, by concealing from mankind the 
ſecrets of his providence, The wiſeſt of 
men cannot pry into the arcana of heaven, 


nor can they divine to-day what to-mor- 


row may bring forth. Many inſtances 
may be adduced from hiſtory, of the great 


veneration that was paid to this art by 
the ancients ; but I ſhall only | ſelect a few, 
for the preſent entertainment of the reader. 


Pliny informs us, that Anaxarchus, be- 
ing impriſoned with a view to extort from 


th «ea OW. 


Thad 
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him ſome ſecrets with which he had been 


entruſted, and dreading that exquiſite tor- 
ture might induce him to betray his truſt, 
bit his tongue in the middle, and threw 
it in the face of Nicocreon, the tyrant of 


Cyprus.—No torments could make the 


| ſervants of Plancus betray the ſecrets of 


their maſter; with fortitude they encoun- 
tered every pain, and ſtrenuouſly ſupported 
their fidelity, till death put a period to their 
ſufferings. —The Athenians had a ſtatue of 


braſs, to which they bowed ; the figure was 


repreſented without a tongue to denote ſe- 
crecy.—The Egyptians worſhipped Har- 


Pocrates, the god of ſilence, who was always 


repreſented holding his finger at his mouth. 
Ahe Romans had likewiſe their goddeſs 


of ſilence, named Angerona, to whom they 


offered worſhip.—In ſhort, the multi- 


14 
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plicity of examples, which might be 


brought to confirm the regard that was 
paid to this virtue in the early ages, 


would increaſe the plan of my work far 


beyond its preſcribed limits; ſuffice it to 


obſerve, that Lycurgus, the celebrated 


lawgiver, as well as Pythagoras, the great 


ſcholar, particularly recommended this vir- 
tue: eſpecially the laſt, who kept his diſci- 
ples ſilent during feven years, that they 
might learn the valuable ſecrets he had to 
communicate unto them; thereby expreſ- 


 fing that ſecrecy was the rareſt, as well as 
the nobleſt, art. : 


I ſhall conclude my remarks with the 
following ftory, related by a Roman hiſto- 
rian, which, as it may be equally pleaſing 
and inſtructive, I ſhall give at full length. 
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Tus ſenators of Rome had ordained, 


that, during their conſultations in the ſe- 


nate- houſe, each brother ſenator ſnould be 


permitted to bring his ſon with him, who 


was to depart if occaſion required. This 


favour, however, was not general, but re- 
ſtricted only to the ſons of noblemen; who 
were tutored from their infancy in the vir: 


tue of ſecrecy, and thereby qualified, intheir 


riper years, to diſcharge the moſt import- | | 
ant. offices of government with fidelity- 


and wiſdom, About this time it hap- 
pened, that the ſenators met on a- very 


important caſe, and the affair requiring 
mature deliberation, they. were detained. 
longer than uſual in the ſenate-houſe, and. 
the concluſion of their determinations ad- 
journed to the following day; each member 
engaging, in the mean time, to keep ſecret: 

I 5. 
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the tranſactions of the meeting. Among 
other noblemen's ſons, who had attended 
on the occaſion, was the ſon. of the grave 
Papyrus; a family of great renown and 
ſplendor. The young Papyrus was no 
leſs remarkable for his genius, than for 
the prudence of his deportment. On his 
return home, his mother, anxious to know 
what important caſe had been debated in 
che ſenate that day, which had detained the 
ſenators fo long beyond the uſual hour, in- 
treated him to relate the particulars. The 
noble and virtuous youth told her, it was a 


buſineſs not in his power to reveal, he be- 
ing ſolemnly enjoined to ſilence. On hear- 
ing this, her importunities were more 
earneſt, and her inquiries more minute. 
Intelligence ſhe muſt have; all evaſions 


/ 
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were vain, Firſt, by fair ſpeeches and 
intreaties, with liberal promiſes, ſhe en- 
deavoured to break open this little caſket- 
of ſecrecy ; then finding her efforts in 


vain, ſhe adopted rigorous meaſures, and 


had recourſe to ſtripes and violent threats; 


firmly perſuaded that force would extort,. 


what lenity could not effect. The youth, 
finding his mother's threats to be very 


harfh, but her ſtripes more ſevere; com- 


paring his love to her, as his mother, with 


the duty he owed to his father; the one 


mighty, but the other impulſive; lays her 
and her fond conceit in one ſcale; his 
father, his own honour, and the ſolemn: 


injunctions to ſecrecy in the other ſcale; 


and finding the latter greatly. prepon-- 
derate, with a noble and heroic ſpirit pre- 
ſerved his honour, at the riſk of his mo- 
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ther's diſpleaſure ; and thus endeavoured 


to relieve her anxiety. 


« Madam, and dear mother, you may 

c. well blame the ſenate for their long 
« ſitting, at leaſt for preſuming to call 
jn queſtion a cale ſo truly impertinent; 
except the wives of the ſenators are al- 
« lowed to. conſult thereon, there can be 
& no hope of a. concluſion. I ſpeak this 
& only, from my own. opinion; I know 
their gravity will eaſily confound my 
juvenile apprehenſions ; yet, whether 
“ nature or duty inſtructs me to do ſo, 
4 I cannot tell. It ſeems. neceſſary to 

<«< them, for the increaſe of people, and 

< the public good, that every ſenator 

* ſnould be allowed two wives; or other- 

« wie, their wives two huſbands, I ſhall. 
_— hardly incline to call, under one roof, 
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« two men by the name of father; I had 


e rather with cheerfulneſs ſalute two 


women by the name of mother. This 
« is the queſtion, mother; and to-morrow 
&. jt is to be determined.“ 

His mother hearing this, and his ſeem- 
ing unwilling to reveal it, ſhe took it for 
an infallible truth. Her blood was quickly 
fired, and rage enſued. Without in- 
quiring any farther into the merits of the 
caſe, ſhe immediately diſpatched meſſen- 
gers to all the other ladies and matrons 
of Rome, acquainting them of this 
weighty affair now under deliberation, in 
which the peace and welfare of their 
whole lives was ſo nearly concerned. The 
melancholy news ſoon ſpread a general 
alarm; a thouſand conjectures were 


formed, and the ladies being reſolved to 
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give their aſſiſtance in the deciſion of 
this weighty point, immediately af. 
ſembled; and headed by young Papyrus's 


mother, on the next morning, proceeded 


to, the ſenate-houſe. Though it is re- 
marked that a parliament of women are 
ſeldom governed by one ſpeaker, yet the 
affair being ſo urgent, the haſte as perti- 
nent, and the caſe (on their behalf) of the 
utmoſt conſequence, the revealing woman 
muſt ſpeak for all the reſt, and inſiſt on 
the neceſſity of the concurrence of the 
ſenators wives to the determination of a 
law in. which they were ſo particularly 
intereſted. When they came to the door 
of the ſenate-houſe, ſuch a-noiſe-was made, . 
for admiſſion to fit with their huſbands in 
this grand conſultation, «hat all Rome 
ſeemed to be in an uproar. Their buſineſs ; 
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mult be known before they have audience; 
which being complied with, and their ad- 
miſſion granted, ſuch an elaborate oration 
was made by the female ſpeaker on the 
occaſion, in behalf of her ſex, as aſtoniſhed 
the whole ſenators. She requeſted, that 
the matter might. be ſeriouſly. canvaſſed 
according to juſtice and equity; and exe 
preſſed the determined reſolutions of all 
her ſiſters, to oppoſe a meaſure ſo uncon- 
ſtitutional, as that of permitting. one huſ- 
band to have twowives, who could ſcarcely: 
pleaſe one: ſhe propoſed, as the moſt 
5 effectual way: of peopling the ſtate, that 
if any. alteration was made in the eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom of Rome, women-might be 
permitted to have two huſbands. —Upon 
the riddle being ſolved, the ladies were 
greatly confounded, and departed with 
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bluſhing cheeks; while the noble youth, 
who had thus proved himſelf worthy of 
his truſt, was highly commended for his 


. fidelity. However, in order to avoid a 
like tumult in future, the ſenate reſolved, 
that the cuſtom of introducing their ſons 
mould be aboliſhed; but that young 
Papyrus, on account of his attachment to 
his word, and his diſcreet policy, ſhould 
be freely admitted, and ever afterwards be 
dignified and rewarded. 

The virtue and fidelity of Papyrus is 
truly worthy of imitation; but the maſons 
have ſtill a more glorious example in their 
own body, of a brother *, accompliſhed in 
every art, who, rather than forfeit his 
honor, or betray his truſt, fell a ſacrifice 
t the cruel hand of a. barbarous aſſaſſin. 
+, -® Hiram Abbiff. 
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„ MasoxRx ſtamps an indelible mark 
e of pre-eminence on all its profeſſors, 
which neither chance, power, nor for- 
c tune can beſtow on thoſe who have not 
« been inltiated into its inyſteries. It is a 
e ſure foundation of tranquility amidſt all 
e the diſappointments of life; it is a friend 
&< who will not deceive, but will comfort 
4 and aſſiſt, both in proſperity and adver- 
« ſity ; it is a bleſſing which will remain 
« with all times, circumſtances and 
e places, and may be had recourſe to, 
* when all other earthly comforts fail. 
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5 Maſonry gives real and intrinſic excel- 
& lence to man, and renders him fit for 


„ the duties of ſocial life. It calms 
« domeſtic ſtrife, is company in ſolitude, 
„ and gives vivacity, variety and energy 
to ſocial converſation, In youth it 
<« calms the paſſions, and employs ule- 
« fully our moſt active faculties ; and in 
* old age, when ſickneſs, imbecility and 
« diſeaſe have benumbed every corporeal 
ec ſenſe, and rendered the union of ſoul 
« and body almoſt intolerable, it yields 
% an inexhauſtible fund of comfort and 
« ſatisfaction. | 

« Such are the general advantages of 
« maſonry ; to enumerate them ſepa- 
ec rately, would be an endleſs labour: 
« ſaffice it to ſay, that he who is poſſeſt 


« of this true ſcience, and acts agreeably 
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© to the character he bears, has within 
« himſelf the ſpring and ſupport of 
every ſocial virtue; a ſubject of contem- 
« plation that enlarges the mind, and 
tc expands every mental power; a ſub- 
* ject that is inexhauſtible, is ever new, 
and always intereſting.” 


OY 


N — 
1 4 "BY 
— n 5 


APPEN D IX. 


hn. AM. * 


* 8 n dan Mets * 882 ES. 4 . 34% K 4 2 Pe 0 8 4 * r — 4 . 
» bt . * 6 [ET 2 Y * 25 5 4 ns : nad * > * 4 5 * 5 
* . " 0 . I 8 hk. ts? RE 8 Y TR th ** 2 * 9 * — e r 


* 


5 60 3 . a 8 : 
0 32 


I I +4 * 2 88e 
D882 eee. 


APPZ Y 


A CHARGE* 
oh 
M A $8 ON R Y. 
To be delivered after the ceremony of 
Initiation into the Firſt Degree. 


| Broruxx, 

S T have had the honour to intro- 
A duce you into the firſt principles 
of -our Royal Order, I have now the plea- 
ſure to congratulate you on being ac- 
cepted a Member of this moſt ancient 


* This charge was printed by itſelf in 1769, 
and inſcribed to the honourable CHARLES D1LLON, 
who was pleaſed to give it his gh 
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and honourable Society: ancient, as hav- 
ing ſubſiſted from time immemorial; and 
honourable, as tending, in every parti- 
_ cular, to render all men ſo, who will be 
but conformable to its glorious precepts. 
No ſociety ever ſubſiſted which was raiſed 
on a better principle or more ſolid foun- 
dation; nor were ever more excellent 
rules and uſeful maxims laid down, than 
are inculcated on all perſons when ini- 
tiated into the myſteries of this ſcience. 
Monarchs, in all ages, have been encou- 
ragers and promoters of this Art, and 
have never deemed it derogatory from 
their dignity to level themſelves with 
the fraternity, to extend their privileges, 
and to patronize their aſſemblies. 
As a gentleman and a maſon you are 


bound to be a ſtrict obſerver of the moral 
3 | 8 | 
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law, as contained in this holy book ; to 
conſider it as the unerring ſtandard of 
truth and juſtice, and to regulate your 
life and actions by its divine precepts. 
Herein your duty to God, to your neigh- 
bour, and to yourſelf, is duly inculcated ; 
and, as a zealous attachment to theſe 
duties: will ſecure both public and private 
eſteem, I hope your future conduct will 
amply evince the happy effects of _ 


fraternal ad monition. 


In the ſtate, you are to be a quiet 4 
E ſubject, true to your ſovereign, 
and juſt to your country; never to coun- 
tenance digoyalty or rebellion, but pa- 
tiently to ſubmit bo magilterial authority, i 
and conform wich cheerfulneſs to the g- 


* Here the Maſter points to the Bible, : 
K FE 
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verament of the e kingdom in which — 


Uve. 


In your outward demeanour, you are to 
be particularly careful to avoid cenſure 
or reproach; and to beware of all thoſe 
who may artfully endeavour to inſinuate 
themſelves into your eſteem, with a view 
to betray your virtuous reſolutions, or 
make you ſwerve from the honourable 
principles of this inſtitution. | Let not in- 
tereſt, favour, or prejudice, ever biaſs 
your integrity, or influence you to be 
guilty of a diſhonorablc action; but let 
the whole ſeries of your conduct and be- 


haviour be regular and uniform, and your 
deportment ſuitable to the nit of this 
laudable n 1 


1 
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Above all other virtues, practiſe bene- 
volence and charity ; two of the moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhing characteriſtics of this vene- 


rable inſtitution. The inconceivable plea- 


ſure of contributing towards the relief of 


q dur fellow- creatures can only be experi- 


enced by perſons of a humane diſpoſition; 
who are naturally excited, by the power 
of ſympathy, to extend their aid in allevi- 
ation of the miſeries of others. This alone 
encourages the generous ſoul to diſtribute 
his bounty with cheerfulneſs. By ſup- 
poſing himſelf in their unhappy ſituation, | 
he liſtens to their complaints with atten- 
tion, bewails their menen and ſpeed- 


ily relieves their diſtreſs. | ; 


The next object of your attention, and 
_— more immediately relates to your 
K 2 
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preſent ſtate, is our excellent Book of 
Conſtitutions; containing the hiſtory of 
the Craft from the earlieſt periods, and an 
entertaining detail of thoſe noble perſon- | 
ages who have enriched the Art from 
Apa to the preſent æra; with all the 
laws and regulations of the ſociety, neceſ- 
fary for the inſtruction of the fraternity 3 
and to which, I hope, you will ever con- 
form and adhere. 


* 


A punctual attendance on our aſſem- 
blies I would next enjoin, more eſpecially 


on the duties of this lodge. Here, as in 


all other regular meetings of the. frater- 
nity, you are to behave with due order 
and decorum, that harmony may be pre- 
ſerved, and the buſineſs of the ſociety be 
properly conducted. You are not to lay, 
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or offer to lay, wagers; nor uſe any unbe- 
coming language in derogation of the 
name of God, or towards the corruption of 
good manners; neither are you to intro- 
duce, ſupport, or maintain any diſpute 
about religion or politics; nor to behave 
yourſelf ludicrouſly while the lodge is en- 
gaged in what is ſerious and important; 
but to pay a proper deference and reſpe& 
to the Maſter and preſiding officers, and 
diligently to apply to your work in ma- 
ſonry, that you may the ſooner become a 
proficient therein, as well for your own 
reputation, as the honor of the lodge in 


which you have been made. 


However, although I would earneſtly 
ſolicit your frequent appearance at our 
regular meetings, yet I mean not to in- 

K3 


— — — 


— 2 


4 > OTE ————— * 5 — „ r — 
1 — r * —— — 
pp * n of 8 — 
. q ih. ot «> 
* N 
* 


Ge K ˙ * NCERag N 
. 


198 APPENDIX. 


terfere with your neceſſary avocations; 
for theſe are on no occaſion to be neg- 
lected. At your leiſure hours you are 
required to ſtudy only the liberal arts 
and ſciences; and, by that means, with 


a few private inſtructions, you will ſoon 


attain a competent knowlege of our ma- 


ſonic myſteries, 


7 


4 


Before I conclude, I muſt recal to your 


memory the abſolute neceflity of keeping 


inviolable every particular inſtruction of 
this folemn charge; and that if, ever, 


in the circle of your acquaintance, you 


ſhould find one deſirous of being accepted 


among maſons, you will be particularly 
attentive not to recommend him, unleſs 


you are convinced he will conform to theſe 


rules; in order that the honour, glory, 


APPENDIX as 
and reputation of this noble inftitu- 
tion may be firmly eſtabliſhed, and the 
popular world be . convinced of its 


benign influence. 


Thus, brother, I have recapitulated 


thoſe duties I could wiſh you carefully to 


obſerve; and hope, from the apparent at- 
tention you have paid to their recital, 
that you will eſtimate their real value, and 


ever imprint on yanr mind the ſacred dic- 


tates of truth, honor, and juſtice. 


n 
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A CHARGE, 
To be delivered at Initiation into the 
Second Degree. - 


BROTHER,” 
EING now advanced to the ſecond 
degree of maſonry, it is my pro- 
vince to congratulate you on your prefer- 
ment. You muſt know, that the internal, 
aud uu wa vaiuural, qualiications of a 
man, are what maſonry regards. As you 
increaſe in knowlege, you will conſe- 
quently improve in ſocial intercourſe. I 
ſhall not therefore recapitulate the ſeveral 
duties, which, as a maſon, you are bound 
to diſcharge; or enlarge on the neceſſity 


of a ſtrict adherence to them, as your own 


experience muſt have ſufficiently convinced 


a 
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you of their importance and utility. Suffice 
it to obſerve, that your paſt behaviour and 
regular deportment has merited this addi- 
tional honor which we now confer; and 
that, in your new character, it is expected 
you will always conform to the principles 
of maſdnry, and ſteadily perſevere in the 
f practice of every commendable virtue. 


The ſtudy of the liberal arts, that va- 
luable branch of education, . which tends- 
ſo effectually to poliſh. and adorn the hu- | 
man mind, I would earneſtly recommend 
to your ſerious conſideration z efpecially- 
the noble. ſcience of geometry, which is | 
eſtabliſhed as the. baſis on which the ſuper- 
ſtructure of maſonry is erected. This ſci · 
ence, being both of a divine and moral na- 
ture, is enriched wit the moſt uſeful knows 
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lege; and, while it proves the wonderful 


properties of nature, it alſo demonſtrates 


the more important truths of morality. 


As the ſolemnity of our different cere- 
monies always requires a grave and ſeri- 
ous deportment, you are to be particularly 
attentive to your behaviour in our regu- 
lar aſſemblies; to preſerve the antient 
uſages and cuſtoms of the fraternity ſa- 
cred and inviolable; and to endeavour ta 


induce others, by your example, to hold 


them in due veneration. 


The laws and regulations of the ſociety 


= 
- 


you are to ſupport and maintain; and be 


ever ready to aſſiſt in ſeeing them duly 


executed. You are neither to palliate 


nor aggravate the offences of your bre- 
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thren; but, in the deciſion of every tref- 
paſs againſt our rules, you are to judge 
with candor, to admoniſh with friend- 


ſhip, and to puniſh with juſtice. 


In our private aſſemblies, you may 
offer your ſentiments and opinions on Va- 
rious branches of uſeful Knowlege, ſo far 
as they correſpond with, and are agrees 
able to, the tenets of maſonry. Thus 
you may improve your rational and intel- 
lectual powers; * qualify yourſelf to be- 
come an uſeful member of ſociety ; and 
vie with your brethren, in your endea- 
vours to excel in every thing that is good 
and great. 


Every regular ſign or ſummons, given 
and received, you are duly to honor, and 
K 6 
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punctually to obey; inſomuch as they 
conſiſt with our profeſſed principles. 
Lou are cheerfully to relieve the neceſſi- 
ties of your brethren to the utmoſt of 
your power and ability, without prejudice 
to yourſelf or your private concerns : and 
you are, on no account, to injure a bro- 
ther, or to ſee him injured ; but you are 
to appriſe him of all approaching dan- 


gers, and to view his intereſt as your own. 


Such is the nature of your preſent en- 
gagements; and to theſe duties you are 
now bound by the moſt ſacred ties. 
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A CHARGE, 
To be delivered at Wai into the 
Third 


BROTHER, | 
AVING arrived at this reſpectable 
1 degree, with equal pleaſure and 
joy, 1 ſalute you. Your zeal for this 
honourable inſtitution, your knowlege in 
our ſacred myſteries, and your ſtedfaſt 
conformity to all our wiſe and uſeful re- 
gulations, have pointed you out as a 
proper object for this diſtinguiſhing mark 
of our fraternal affection. 
Duty now binds you, as well as honor 
and gratitude, to be faithful to every 
truſt ; to ſupport the dignity of the ſociety 
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on all occaſions, and to recommend a due 
obedience to our incomparable tenets. 
The principles of maſonry will certainly 
induce you to adhere to all the duties 
contained in our various lectures; 1 ſhall 
not therefore enlarge on this ſubject, but 
requeſt that, by precept and example, 
you may enforce our laws; thereby con- 
vincing the world that merit is the only 
title to our privileges, and that on you our 


favours are not undeſervedly beſtowed. 


In the character of a maſter maſon, 
you are authorized to correct the irregu- 
larities of your brethren; if any of them 
have, through heedleſſneſs and inatten- 
tion, deviated from our excellent rules; A 
you are to be to them a perpetual mo- 
nitor of their errors, to fortify their 
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minds with reſolution to reſiſt the 
temptations of the wild and imprudent, 
and to guard them againſt every allure- 
ment to vicious practices. On all occa- 
ſions you are to caution the inexperienced 
| againſt a breach of fidelity; and, as much 
as lies in your power, preſerve the repu- 
tation of the ſociety at large. You are 
to recommend to your inferiors, obedi- 
ence and ſubmiſſion; to your equals, 
courteſy and affability; and to your ſu- 
periors, kindneſs and condeſcenſion. Uni- 
verſal benevolence you are zealouſly to 
inculcate; and qualify yourſelf, by argu- 
ment, to remove every aſperſion againſt 
this venerable inſtitution. Our ancient 
landmarks you are carefully to preſerve, 
and never to ſufer any infringement of 


them; or, on any pretence, to countenance _ 


- 


| 
'Þ 
| 

* 
g 
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deviations from the eſtabliſhed uſages and 
* . 
cuſtoms of the order. 


Your zeal for virtue, your honour as a 
gentleman, your reputation as a maſon, 
are all equally concerned in ſupporting, 
with becoming dignity, the character in 
which you now appear; let. no motive 
therefore make you ſwerve from your 
duty, violate your vows, or betray your 
truſt; but be true and faithful, and imi- 
tate the glorious example of that cele- 
brated artiſt, whom you have this evening 
repreſented. Thus you will. prove your- 
ſelf worthy of the confidence which we 
have repoſed in you, and deſerving of every: 
honor which we can confer, | 


ge |; - > 
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A FRAY ER, 

Uſed at opening the Lodge. 
AY the favour of Heaven be upon 
this our happy meeting; may it be 
begun, carried on, and ended with order, 


harmony, and brotherly love. Amen. 


A PRAYER, 
_- Uſed at cloſing the Lodge. 
MAY the bleſſing of Heaven be with 
- us, and all regular maſons; to beau- 


tify and cement us with every moral and 
ſocial virtue. Amen. 


AP FAY ER 
Uſed at the Initiation of a Candidate, 
Vouchſafe thy aid, Almighty Father 
and fupreme governor of the world, 
on this our preſent convention ; and grant 
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that this candidate for maſonry may de- 
dicate and devote his life to thy ſervice, 
and become a true and faithful brother 
among us. Endue him with a compe- 
tence of thy divine wiſdom, that, by the 
ſecrets of this art, he may be better ena- 
bled to unfold the myſteries of godlineſs, 
to the honor of thy holy name. Amen. 


A DECLARATION, 


To be ſubſcribed, or aſſented to, by every 
Candidate for Maſonry, previous to his 
ä Initiation. 


2 1 A. B. do ſeriouſly declare, upon my 


5 honor, that, unbiaſſed by friends and 
& uninfluenced by mercenary motives, 1 
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freely and voluntarily offer myſelf a 
candidate for the myſteries of inaſonry; 
that I am ſolely prompted by a favour- 
„ able opinion conceived of the inſtitu- 
% tion, a deſire of knowlege, and a 
4 ſincere wiſh of being ſerviceable to my 
fellow - creatures; and that I will cheer- 
12 fully conform to all the ancient eſta- 
« pbliſhed uſages and cuſtoms of the 
„ ſociety. As witneſs my hand, this 
4 day of 
(Signed) 


1 


A. B.“ 


| Wine 


When the above declaration is made and 
atteſted, the candidate is then propoled in 


open lodge, in manner following : 


„ 
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Right Worſhipful Maſter and bre- 
22 thren, 


At the earneſt requeſt of Mr: A. B. 


| & [mentioning his profeſſion and ręſidence,] 


« I propoſe him as a candidate for our 


« myſteries. From a knowlege of his 


La) 


character, I recommend him as worthy 
« to partake of the privileges of maſonry ; 
« and in conſequence of a declaration of 
“ his intentions, made, ſigned, and pro- 
perly atteſted, 1 firmly believe he will 
&« cheerfully conform to all the rules of 
& this ſociety,” i 
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THE. 
M AN N E R 
o 1 
Conſtituting a Lodge, 
| According to ancient Uſage: 


WITH 


The Ceremony of ConsecraTION. 


NY number of Maſter-maſons, not 


elves into a New Lodge, muſt apply, by 
petition, to the Grand Maſter ; ſetting 
forth, That they are regular-made ma- 


* ſons, and preſent members of different 


_ © lodges under the conſtitution of Eng- | 


land: That they have the proſperity 


under ſeven, reſolved to form them- | 
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(e 
ce 
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cc 


K 


of the ſociety at heart, and are willing 


to exert their beſt endeavours to pro- 


mote the principles of maſonry: That, 


for the conveniency of their reſpective 
dwellings, and other good reaſons, 
they have agreed to form themſelves 


into a New Lodge, to be named 


and have nominated A. B. to be the 
Maſter, C. D. to be the Senior Warden, 
and E. F. to be the Junior Warden: 
That, in conſequence of this reſolution, 


they pray for a warrant of conſtitution, 


to impower them to aſſemble, and hold 
a regular lodge on the —— of every 


month, at the houſe of G. H. known 


„and 


by the ſign of —, in 
then and there to make, paſs, and 


raiſe maſons, according to the regular 
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« forms of the ſociety, and to execute all 
« the other duties of the tust: T hat, 
66 whe prayer of their petition being 
« granted, they will fauhfully obey all 
« the edicts or commands of the Grand 
« Maſter, and ſtrictly conform to all 
« the laws and regulations of the Grand 
Lodge.“ F903 OY, e mn en 

This petition, bel properly ſigned, 
and recommended by three Maſters of 
regular lodges, muſt be delivered to the 
Grand Secretary - who, on preſenting it to 


the Deputy Grand Maſter, and his approv- 


U h 


ing of 1 it, will grant a diſpenſation ; autho- 
riſing the brethren ſpecified in it, to aſ- 
ſemble as maſons for forty days, or until 
ſuch time as a conſtitution ſhall be granted, 
or that authority -be recalled. 


a 
1 
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In conſequence of this diſpenſation, a 
lodge may be held at the place there 
ſpecified ; and its. tranſactions, being pro- 
perly recorded, will be equally valid, for 
the time being, with * of a regular 
conſtituted lodge. 


The petition is preſented by the De- 
puty Grand Maſter to the Grand Maſter, 


who being ſatisfed of the truth of the 


allegations it contains, appoints a day 
and hour for conſtituting land conſe- 


crating * ] this New Lodge; and for inſtal- 


ling the Maſter, Wardens, and other offi- 
cers of the ſame. 

If the Grand Maſter attends, with all 
4 his Officers, the lodge will be conſtirated 


IN AMPLE FORM; if the Deputy Grand 


Maſter and the other Grand Officers attend, 
* This 1 too frequently omitted, 
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it will be conſtituted 1n puz roku; but 
if the power is veſted in any ſubordinate 
lodge, it will only be conſtituted in rox N. 
On the day and hour appointed, the 
Grand Maſter, with his Officers, [or the 
Maſter and Officers of any private lodge 
authorized by the Grand Maſter,] meet in 
a convenient room, and being properly 
clothed, walk in proceſſion to the lodge 
room. The lodge is opened by the Grand 
Maſter in all che different degrees of ma- 
ſonry. A prayer being repeated in due form, 
and an ode in honor of the ſociety ſung, the 
Grand Maſter [or Maſter in the Chair] 
is informed, « That a certain number of 
<« brethren then preſent, duly inſtructed 
in the myſteries of maſonry, deſire to 
e be formed into a New Lodge, under 
| © his Worſnip's [or the Grand Maſter's}F 
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cc patronage; that a diſpenſation had 
(c been granted tO them, by | vir tue of 


« which authority they had aſſembled as 
regular maſons; and that the tranſ- 


« actions of their ſeveral meetings had 
been properly recorded,” The peti- 


tion is then read, as-is alſo the diſpenſation, 


and the warrant or charter of conſtitu- 
tion, granted in conſequence of it, The 
minutes of all the tranſactions of the 
New Lodge, while under diſ penſation, c 
are likewiſe read, and being approved 


| of, they are declared. to be regular and 
valid. Then the Grand Maſter ſor 


Maſter in the Chair] rakes the warrant 
in his hand, and requeſts the brethren of 
the New Lodge, to ſignify their appro- 


' bation or diſapprobation of the officers 


nominated in the ſaid warrant to preſide 
over them. This being ſignified accord- 


6 
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ingly, an anthem is ſung, and an oration 


on the nature and deſign of f ma is 


— 


delivered. 


Ceremony of CONSECRATION “. 


| The Grand Maſter, attended by his 
Officers, and ſome dignified Clergyman, 
form themſelves in order round the lodge 
in the center; and, all devoutly kneeling, : 
the preparatory prayer 1s rehearſed, - The 
chaplain produces his authority, and 
being, properly aſſiſted, proceeds. to con- 
ſecrate. Solemn muſic - ſtrikes up, and 
the neceſſary preparations are made. 
The firſt clauſe of the conſecration prayer 
18 rehearſed, all devoutly kneeling ; z and 


* This is never to de, uſed but when ſpecially 
ordered. 7 


L2 
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the reſponſe is made, cLoRy 70 G0 
on HR. Incenſe 1s ſcattered over the 
lodge, and the grand honors of maſonry 
are given. The conſecration prayer ts 
concluded, and the reſponſe repeated, toge- 
ther with the grand honors, as before. 
All riſing up, ſolemn muſic is introduced, 
after which the bleſſing .is given, and the 
reſponſe made as before, accompanied 
with the uſual honors, An anthem being 


then ſung, and the brethren of the New | 


Lodge coming forward, the Grand 
Maſter pronounces theſe words: . 

<« In this my ſacred character, and in, 
ce the name of the MosT n16n, 10 whom ; 
be glory and honor, I conſtitute and 
4 form theſe good brethren into a regu- 


« lar Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma- 
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« ſons; and may God be with them.” 
Aron; [Flouriſh with drums and trum- 
pets. . 

The grand honors are once more re- 
peated, and the ceremony of conſecration 
ends. 


— 
7— — 2 A —_— 


— "_ 


The Grand Maſter * then aſks his de- 
puty, If he has examined the maſter 
« nominated in the warrant, and whether 
« he finds him well ſkilled in the noble 
< ſcience, and the royal art?” The de- 
puty anſwering in the affirmative; he, by 
the Grand Maſter's order, takes the can- 
didate from among, his fellows, and pre- 


ſents him at the pedeſtal ; ſaying, * Moſt 


In this, and- other fimilar inſtances, —_ 
the Grand Maſter i is ſpecified as acting; may be 


underſtood. any Maſter who performs the ceremony. 
L 3 
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« worſhipful Grand Maſter, ſor right 
> worſhipful, as it happens, ] I preſent 


« my worthy brother A. B. to be in- 
« ſtalled Maſter of this New Lodge, 
« knowing him to be of good morals 
&« and of great {kill, true and truſty, and 


4 a lover of the whole fraternity, where- 


&« ſoever diſperſed over the face of the 
8 ontth.” The ancient charges and ge- 
neral regulations are then read, and the 
Grand Maſter addreſſes the maſter elect, 
« Do you ſubmit to theſe charges, and 
&« do you promiſe to ſupport theſe regu- 
& lations, as maſters have done in all 
“ ages?” The New Maſter having ſig- 
- mified his cordial ſubmiſſion, is bound to 
his truſt, and inveſted with the badge of 
His office by the Grand Maſter, who thus 


ſalutes him: Brother A. B. in conſe- 
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« quence of the recommendation I have 
received of you, and your cheerful 
conformity to the uſages and cuſtoms 
« of the ſocicty, I appoint you Maſter of 
« this New Lodge, not doubting of your 
« care, {kill, and capacity.” The war- 
rant is then delivered over to the New 
Maſter; after which the hiram, the Holy 
Bible, the ſquare and compals, the book of 
conſtitutions, the minute book, the mov e- 
able jewels, and all the inſignia of his dif- 
ferent officers, are ſeparately preſented to 
him, and the neceſſary charges ſuitable to 
each, properly delivered“. The New 
— Maſter is then conducted by the Stewards, 
amidſt the acclamations of the brethren, to 
the Grand Maſter's left hand, where he re- 

8 The ſame ceremony is to be uſed at every 
ſacceeding inſtallation. 

Wo: 
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turns his becoming acknowledgments; to 
the Grand Maſter firſt, and to. all. the 
reſt in their order: after which he is 
ſaluted by the muſic, with a ſong ſuit- 
able to the occaſion. Then the members. 
of the New Lodge advance, pay due 
homage to the Grand Maſter, and ſignify 
their promiſe of ſubjection and obedience 
to their New Maſter, by the uſual congra- 
tulations in the different * of 
f maſonry. 

The Grand Maſter then orders the New 
Maſter to enter immediately upon the 
exerciſe of his W z to wit, in appoint- 
ing his wardens, whom he accordingly 
names. They are conducted up to the 
pedeſtal, and preſented to the Grand 
Maſter ; after which the New Maſter pro- 
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ceeds to inveſt them with the badges of 
their offices in the following manner: 

<« Brother C. D. I appoint you Senior 
Warden of this lodge; and inveſt you 
with the enſign of your office. Your 
c regular and early attendance I parti- 
6 cularly requeſt, as in my abſence you 
« are to govern the lodge, and in my: 
« preſence to aſſiſt me in the government. 
„of it. Tour zeal for maſonry, joined 
* to your extenſive abilities, will, no 
% doubt, enable you to diſcharge the 
duties of this important ſtation to your. 
„ own reputation, and to the honor of 
<« thoſe over whom you are now appointed 
4 2 ge” | 

« Brother E. F. I appoint” you Jumor 
1 W of this lodge; and inveſt you 
with the badge of your office. To- 

| L 5 


— — — 
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C you I entruſt the examination of viſi- 
& tors, and the introduction of candidates. 
« I therefore requeſt your regular and 
I punctual attendance, and doubt not but 
« your proficiency in maſonry will qualify 
« you to execute faithfully the duty you 
« owe to your preſent appointment.” 
Brother Wardens, you are both too 
good members of our community, and 
* too expert in the principles of maſonry, 
« to require more information in the 
* duties of your reſpective offices: ſuf- 
« fice it to mention, that I expect what 


ce you have ſeen Ape ne in others, 


4 you will carefully imitate; and what 
ce 


in them may have appeared defec- 
« tive, you will carefully avoid. Good 
& order and regularity you muſt endea- 
« vour to promote, and by a due regard | 


<« to the laws in your own conduct, en- 
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« force a due obedience to them in that 
e of the other members,” 
The Wardens retiring to their ſeats, 
the Treaſurer * is next inveſted. The 
Secretary is then called up to the pedeſtal, 
and inveſted with the jewel of his office; 
the New Maſter thus addrefling him: 
I appoint you brother G. H. Secre- 
« tary of this lodge. It is your province 
to record the minutes, ſettle the ac- 
« counts, and iſſue out the ſummons for 
« our regular meetings. I am well con- 
% vinced your good inclinations to ma- 
« ſonry will induce you to diſcharge 
« this truſt with fidelity, and I doubt 
« not but your conduct will juſtly merit 
the eſteem and applauſe of the lodge.“ D 


- * This officer is not appointed by the maſter, 
but elected by the lodge. 


L 6. 
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The Stewards are then called up and 
inveſted, and the following Charge deli- 
vered by the New Maſter : 

Brother I. K. and brother "A M. L 
g appoint you Stewards of the lodge. 
© The duties of your office are to in- 
4 treduce viſitors, and to fee that they 
< are properly accommodated z to collect 

the quarterage and other fees, and to 
4 keep an account of the lodge expences. 
+ Your regular and early / attendance, 
will be the beſt proof you can give of 
6 your zeal for maſonry, and your acl 
ment to the lodge.” | 
| The Maſter then. appoints the Tyler, 
00. delivers over in form the inſtrument 
of his office, with the neceſſary charge 
on that occaſion; after which he addreſſes 
the members of the lodge as follows: . 
5 
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« BRETHREN, 

 « Such is the nature of our conftitu- 

40 tion, that as ſome muſt of neceſſity 
cc « rule and teach, ſo others muſt of courſe 
6 « learn to ſubmit and obey. Humility in 
« both is therefore an eſſential duty. I 
« am firmly perſuaded, that the brethren I 
40 have appointed to ſupport me in the go- 


« vernment of this lodge, are too well ac- 


« quainted with the principles of maſonry, 
« and the rules of good breeding, to. 
« extend their power; and the other 
members too ſenſible of the neceſſity 
4 of their appointment, and of too gene- 
“ rous diſpofitions, to envy their prefer- 
« ment. From the knowlege I have of 
« both, I make no doubt but we ſhall 

s all concur in the grand deſign of being 
„ happy, and of . hap- 
4 pineſs.“ 
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The Grand Maſter then gives all the 
brethren joy of their officers, and recom- 
mends harmony; 3 EXP! efſing his deſire 
that their only contention will be a laud- 
able emulation in cultivating the royal 
art, and the ſocial virtues. Upon which 
all the New Lodge bow together, and 
return thanks for the honor of the how 
ſtitution. e | 

The Grand Secretary then proclaims 
the New Lodge three times, with the 
honors of maſonry. Flouriſh with horns 
each time. | | pe 

A ſong is then ſung with a grand 
chorus. After which the New Maſter 
proceeds to explain the lodge. 

The Grand Maſter then orders the 
lodge to be regiſtered in the Grand Lodge 
book, and the Grand Secretary to notify 
the ſame to all other regular lodges. 
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A ſong concludes the entertainment, 
when the lodge is cloſed with the uſual 


ſolemnities in the different degrees, by 
the Grand Maſter and his Officers; after 


which they return in proceſſion to the 
apartment from whence they came. 

This is the ſum, but not the whole 
ceremonial; which the Grand Officers 


can abridge or extend at pleaſure. 


* All the ſongs and anthems, uſed upon this 
and other occaſions, with the mufic annexed, will 
be inſerted in a new work, at preſent in the preſs, 
intitled, The Musical Masox,. publiſhed by 
Brother W. Lz5L1z, and printed in the ſame fize 
with this Volume, 
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E 
CEREMONY 


OBSERVED &T * 


— 
4 


F U N E R AL 8, 
l to Ancient Cuſtom 2 
WIT H 


The Service uſed on thoſe occaſions. 


10 maſon can be interr ed with the ; 


formalities of the order, unleſs it 
has been by his own ſpecial requeſt, com- 
municated to the Maſter of. the lodge, of 
which he is a member, before his deceaſe; 
nor unleſs he has been advanced to the 
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third degree of maſonry, and has died a 
member of a regular conſtituted lodge 9. 
The Maſter of the lodge, on receiving 
intelligence of his death, and being made 
acquainted with the day and hour ap- 
pointed for his funeral, is to iſſue his 
command for ſummoning the lodge; and 
immediately to make application, by the 
Grand Secretary, to the Deputy Grand- 
Maſter, for a legal power and authority 
to attend the proceſſion, with his officers, 
and ſuch brethren as he may approve of, 
properly clothed +. 
The laſt part of this reſtriction has been. 
waved in behalf of foreigners and ſojourners, but 
does not- extend to reſidents and natives, 
+ By an expreſs law of the Grand Lodge, it is 
enacted, That no regular maſon do attend any 


| < funeral, or other public proceſſion, clothed. with: 
* the badges and enfigns of the order; unleſs a 
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The diſpenſation being obtained, tlie 
Maſter may invite as many lodges as he 
thinks proper, and the members of the 


«« diſpenſation for that purpoſe, has been obtained 
from the Grand Matter, or his Deputy, under 
« the penalty of forſeiting all the rights and pri- 
* vileges of the ſociety ; and of being deprived of 
* the benefit of the general fund of charity, ſhould | 
he be reduced to want.“ 5 . 

Js diſpenſations for public proceſſions are ſel: 
dom or never granted but upon very particular 
occaſions, ĩt cannot. be thought that theſe will be 
very frequent, or that regular maſons. will incline 
to infringe an eſtabliſhed” law, by attending thoſe 
which are not properly authoriſed. Many public 
parades under this character, it is true, have been 
made of late years; but it may ſafely be affirmed, that 
they never received the ſanction of the Grand 
Maſter, or the countenance of any regular maſor, 
converſant with the laws of the fociety.., Of this 
the public may be eaſily convinced, if they refle& 
that the reputation of the whole fraternity would 
be at riſk by irregularity. on ſuch an occafion; 


PPI 
ſaid lodges may accompany their officers 
in form; but the whole ceremony muſt 
be under the direction of the Maſter of 
the lodge to which the deceaſed belonged; 
and he, and his officers, muſt be duly 
honored, and cheerfully n on the 


occaſion. 
All the brethren, who walk 3 in 1 
ſion, ſhould obſerve, as much as poſſible, 


and it cannot be imagined, that the Grand Maſter, 
who is generally of noble birth, would. ſo far 
degrade the dignity of his office, as to hazard 
the character of the ſociety at large, By granting a 
diſpenſation from our eſlabliſhed rules, for a pub- 
lic proceſſion upon ſo trifling an occaſion as a pri- 
vate benefit at a playhouſe, public garden, or other 
place of general reſort; where neither the intereſt 
of the fraternity, nor the public good, is con- 
cerned; and which, though it may be of ad- 
vantage to one or two individuals, can never re- 
dound to the good of maſonry, or ah honor of its 
patrons. | | 
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an uniformity in their dreſs. Decent- 
mourning, with white ſtockings, gloves 
and aprons “, is moſt ſuitable and becom- 
ing; and no perſon ought to be diſtin- 
guiſhed with. a jewel, unleſs he is an ofi- 
cer of one of the lodges invited to attend 
in form. The officers of itch lodges: 
| ould be ornamented with white ſaſhes 
and hatbands; as allo tlie officers of the- | 
lodge to whom the diſpenſation is granted, 
who ſhould likewiſe be diſtinguiſhed with. 
white rods. : | 

In the proceſſion to the place of inter- 
ment, the different lodges rank according 
to their ſeniority ; | the junior ones prece- 
ding. Each lodge forms one diviſions 
and the following order is obſerved : 

* This is the uſual clothing of maſter maſons. 
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The Tyler, with his ſword; 

The Stewards, with white rods; 
The Brethren out of office, two and two; 
The Secretary, with a roll; 

The Treaſurer, with his badge of office; 
Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand 4 
The Paſtmaſter; 

The Maſter; 
The Lodge to which the deceaſed Bro- 
ther belonged, in the following order; 
.all the members having flowers or herbs 
in their hands: 


The Tyler; 
The Stewards ; 
The Muſic, {Drums muffled; and Trum- 
| pets covered z] Fa 
The Members of the Lodge; 
The Secretary and Treaſurer 3 
The Senior and Junior Wardens; 
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an uniformity in their dreſs. Decent 
mourning, with white ſtockings, gloves 
and aprons *, is moſt ſuitable and becom- 
ing; and no perſon ought to be diſtin- 
guiſhed with a jewel, unleſs he is an offi- 
cer of one of the lodges invited to attend 
in form. The officers of ſuch lodges 
| Thould be ornamented with white ſaſhes 
and hatbands; as allo the officers: of the 
lodge to whom the diſ penſation is granted, 
who ſhould likewiſe be diſtinguiſhed with 
white rods. = | 
In the proceſſion to the place-of inter-- 
ment, the different lodges rank according 
to- their ſeniority ; the junior ones prece- 
ding. Each lodge forms one diviſions 
and the following order is obſerved : | 


* This is the uſual clothing of maſter maſons. 


The Tyler, with his ſvord:; 
The Stewards, with white rods; 


The Brethren out of office, two and two; 3 


The Secretary, with a roll, 
The Treaſurer, with his badge of office; 
Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand; 
| The Paſtmaſter ; | 
The Maſter ; 
The Lodge to which the deceaſed Bro- 
ther belonged, in the following order; 
all the members having flowers or herbs 
in their hands: 
. The Tyler; 
"The. Stewards 3 | 
The Muſic, Drums muffled, and Trum- 
pets covered 51 85 
The Members of the Lodge „ 
The Secretary and Treaſurer; 
The Senior and Junior Wardens; 


| 
| 
f 
4 
; 
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The Paſtmaſter 5 
The Bible and Book of Conſtitutions on 


$1 cuſhion, covered with black cloth, 


carried by a Member of the . ; 
The MAsrTER; ; 
The Chenin ſinging an anthem; 'E 
The Clergyman; ; 


ſ The BODY, 


with theregalia f : 
Pall Bearers, ated thawing, Pall Bearers; 


and two ſwords 
| croſſed. 


Chief Mourner ; 
Aſſiſtant Mourners ; . 
| Two Stewards ; 
A Tyler. 
| One or two lodges march, before the 
proceſſion begins, to the church-yard, to 
prevent confuſion, and make the neceſ- 


fary preparations. The brethren on no ac- 
count to deſert their ranks, or change their 
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places, but keep in their different depart- 
ments. When the proceſſion arrives at 
the gate of the church- yard, the lodge 
to which the deceaſed brother belonged, 
and all the reſt of the brethren, muſt 
halt, till the members of the different 
lodges have formed a perfect circle round 
the grave, when an opening is made to 
receive them. They then march up to 
the grave; and the clergyman, and the 
officers of the acting lodge, taking their 
ſtation at the head of the grave, with the 
choiriſters on each ſide, and the mourners 
at the foot, the ſervice is rehearſed, an 
anthem. ſung, and that particular part of 
the ceremony is concluded with the uſual 


forms. In returning from the funeral, 
the ſame order of proceſſion 1s to be ob- 
ſerved. 5 
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TH E 
FUNERAL SERVICE. 
The lodge x opened by the Maſter of 
the lodge to which the deceaſed belonged 
1n the third degree, with the uſual forms, ; 
and an anthem is ſung. The body being 
placed in the center on a couch, and the 
cheſt in which it is laid being open, the 
maſter proceeds to the head of the cop 
and the ſervice begins. 


 MasTes. 
60 What man is he that hveth, and 


4 ſhall not ſee death? ſhall he deliver his 


« ſoul from the hand of the grave? 

« M an walketh in a vain ſhadow, he 
«-heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who 
« ſhall gather them. | 
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« When he dieth, he ſhall carry no- 
« thing away; his glory ſhall not deſcend 
„ after him. | 
4 Naked we came into the morkl; and 
* naked we mult return: the Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed 
c be the name of the Lord.” | 
The grand honors are then given, and 
certain forms uſed, which cannot be here 
explained, Solemn mulic is introduced, 
duri ring which the Maſter ſtrews herbs or 
flowers over the body; and then, taking 
the SACRED ROLL in his hand, he ſays, 
« Let me die the death of the righte- 
< ous, and let my laſt end be like his.” 
T he Brethren anſwer, 1 
God is our God, for ever and ever; 


be will be our guide even unto death.” | 
a 8 | M | 5 | 
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The Maſter then puts the roll into the 
- cheſt, ſaying, 55 

* Almighty Father, into thy hands 


« we commend the ſoul «& our loving 


« brother.” 
The Brethren anſwer three times, giving 
the grand honors each time, 


«© The will of God is s accompliſhed 


44 ſo be it.“ 
The Maſter then repeats the * 


prayer: 
« Moft glorious God, author of all 
6 good, and giver of all mercy, pour 
« down thy bleſſings upon us, and 
<< ſtrengthen all our folemn engagements 
« with the ties of fraternal affection. 
« Let this ſtriking inſtance of mortality, 
20 Lord, remind us of our approaching 
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tc fate; and ſo fit and prepare us for that 


cc awful period, whenever it may arrive, 


ei that after our departure hence, in peace 


and an thy favour, we may be received 
% into thine everlaſting kingdom, and 
c there enjoy, in endleſs fruition, the juſt 


c rewards of a pious and virtuous life. 
« Amen.” 

An anthem being ſung, the Maſter retires 
to the pedeſtal, and the cheſt is ſhut up. 
An oration ſuitable to the occaſion is then 
delivered; and the Maſter recommending 
love and unity, the brethren join hands, 
and renew to each other their pledged 
vows. The lodge is adjourned, and the 
proceſſion begins, in the form already de- 
ſcribed, to the church, and from thence 


to the place of interment; where an ex- 


hortation is given, and the Maſter makes 


M 2 
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the following invocations, the uſual ho- 
nors accompanying each. 
MAs TER. May we be true and faith- 
* ful, and may we live and'die in love ! E 
AxswzR. © So mote it be.“ 
Mas TER. May we always profeſs 
% what is good, and may we always at 
c apreeably to our profeſſion !? 
AnSWER. © So mote it be.” 
MasTer. « May the Lord bleſs us, 
& and proſper us; and may all our good 
“ intentions be crowned with ſucceſs!” 


ANSWER. © So mote it be now, from 


c henceforth, and for evermore.” 

The Secretaries then advance, and throw 
their rolls into the grave with the uſual 
forms, while the Maſter . ae with an 
audible voice: 
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Glory be to God on high, on earth 
* peace, and good-will towards men.“ 

- Answzr. © So mote it be.” 

The Maſter then concludes the ceremony 
at the grave in the following words : 
From time immemorial it has been 
an eſtabliſhed cuſtom among the mem- 
« bers of this reſpectable ſociety, when 
« requeſted by a brother, to accompany 
c his corpſe to the place of interment ; 
* and there to depoſit his remains with 
« the uſual formalities. 

In conformity with this laudable 
te uſage, and at the ſpecial requeſt of 
our deceaſed brother, whoſe memory 
* we revere, and whoſe loſs we now de- 

& plore, we are here aſſembled, under legal 
25 diſpenſation, f in the form and character 
« of maſons, to reſign his body to the 

M 3 


AN 
& earth from whence it came, and to 
<« offer up the laſt tribute of our fraternal 
« affection and regard to his memory; 
thereby demonſtrating to the world the 
„ fincerity of our paſt eſteem, and our 
« ſteady attachment to the principles of 
4 our honorable order. ng 7 
«© With all proper reſpect to the efta- 
4 bliſnhed cuftoms of the country in which 
« we reſide, with due deference to our ſu- 
4 periors in church and ſtate, and with 
* unlimited good-will to all mankind, 
ve here appear in the character of our 
* profeſſion —Inveſted with the badges 
of our acred inſtitution, we humbly 
«. umplore the bleffing of Heaven on all 
i our zealous endeavours for the general | 


good of ſociety, and pray for our 


ce 


19 


cc 


1 
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ſteady perſeverance in the principles of 
piety and virtue. . : - 
« As it has pleaſed the great Creator 
to remove our worthy brother now 
deceafed,, from the cares and troubles. 


of a tranſitory exiſtence, to a ſtate of 


eternal duration; and thereby to weaken 


the chain by which we are linked one 


to another: may this example of the 


uncertainty of human life remind us 


of our approaching fate, and may we 
wha ſurvive him, be more ſtrongly 


cemented with the ties of union and 


friendſhip; and fo regulate our conduct _ 
here, by the ſacred dictates of truth 
and wiſdom, as to enjoy, in the latter 
period of life, that ſerene tranquillity of 
mind which ever flows irom a clear and 


unſullied conſcience, void of offence. 
M 4 
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« Unto the grave we have reſigned 
« the body of our loving friend and bro- 
« ther, there to remain until the general 
<« reſurrection ; in favourable expectation 
© that his immortal ſoul will partake of 
e thoſe joys which have been prepared 
for the righteous from the beginning 
* of the world: and we earneſtly pray 
1 Almighty God, of his infinite good- 
« neſs, at the grand tribunal of unbiaſſed 
« juſtice, to extend his mercy towards 
„ him, and all of us, and to crown our 
&« felicity with everlaſting bliſs in the 
* expanded realms of a boundlefs eter- 
tc nity. This we beg, for the honor of 
* his holy name, to whom be glory, now 
and for ever. Amen.“ 

Thus the ſervice ends, when the uſual 
honors are given, and the proceſſion re- 
turns to the place from whence it came. 


0 * * — L 
Is a AS” 
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The brethren being all arrived at the 
lodge, the neceſſary duties are complied 
with, and the buſineſs of maſonry is re- 
newed. The regalia, and ornaments of 
the deceaſed, if an officer of a lodge, are 
returned tothe Maſterin due form, and with 
the uſual ceremonies; after which the 


charges for. regulating the conduct of the. 


fraternity are rehearſed,. and the lodge 
is cloſed in the third degree with. a: 
bleſſing. 


. =; 
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REMARKS 
ON THE 


Propriety of Building a HALL for 
the General Aſſemblies of Maſons. 


Extracted from a Letter written by 
Brother James GaLLoway, to Brother 
WeLLins CaLcotr, and publiſhed in his 
Candid Diſquiſition of the Principles and 
Practices of the Society. of Free and 

Accepted Maſons, anno 1769. 


S it not greatly to be lamented, that 
the ſociety of maſons, ſo numerous, 
and ſo highly honored in its members, 
(being in a great degree compoſed of 
perſons of rank and fortune) ſhould, as 


oft as they have occaſion for general meet- 
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ings, be obliged to reſort to taverns, or 
to hire halls of inferior communities, and 
thoſe, at the beſt, very ill adapted for ſuch 
meetings; as all places muſt generally 
be, that are not particularly conſtructed 
for the purpoſe? 

Beſides, our meeting at the houſes of 
publicans, gives us the air of a Baccha- 
nalian ſociety; inſtead of that appearance 
of gravity and wiſdom, which our order 
juſtly requires. 

How properly might it be remarked 
on ſuch a conduct, that as almoſt all the 
companies that reſort with ſo much for- 
mality to the city-halls, have in view chiefly 
feaſting and jollity ; ſo maſons aſſemble 
with an air of feſtivity at taverns, to per- 
form the ſerious duties of their profeſſion, 
under the regulations of morality and 


Philoſophy. Such a conduct, in the eyes 
| ä 
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of every thinking man, muſt appear, even 
on the firſt view, to be ridiculous — 


abſurd. 


The neceſſity of ſuch a building is uni- 


verſally acknowledged through the ſociety; 
and a deſire of ſeeing one erected, as gene- 
rally prevails.— How afflicting muſt it be 
to the worthy maſõn, acting under the au- 
thority of our Grand Maſter, to conſider the 


accounts we daily receive from travelling 
brethren, of the magnificence of the grand 
lodges abroad; while that in England, 
which in many reſpects is intitled to a 
preference in dignity to all others, is def- 


titute of a building, which they can call 


their own. But, not to reſt on theſe general 


accounts, permit me here to give a 


particular deſcription of the banquetting 


room belonging to the lodge of St. John 


at Marſeilles; and from the magnificence 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
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and ſplendor of that room, to which the 
brethren only retire for refreſhment, ther 


may be formed, I ſhould think, ſome idea 
of the ſuperior excellence which ought to 


diſtinguiſh the lodge room. 


A DESCRIPTION 
OF THE | 
Banquetting Hall of the Lodge at Mar- 
feilles, intitled, the Lodge of St. Jonun. 


At the bottom of the hall, under a 
gilded canopy, the valences whereof are 


blue, fringed with gold, is a painting, 


which repreſents the genius of maſonry 
ſupporting the portrait of the king of 


France, upon a pedeſtal, with this in- 


ſcription: 
Dilectiſſimo Regi Monumentum 
Amoris 
Latomi, Maſſilienſes. 
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[The Masons at Marſeilles have erected 
mis monument of their affection to their 
moſt beloved king. ] 
A genius ſeated below the pedeſtal, 
preſents with one hand this inſcription, 
and with the other the arms of the lodge, 
with their motto : 
Deo, Regi, et Patriæ, Fidelttas. 
[Fidelity to God, our King and Country.] 
Above this 1s a genius. which crowns- 
the king: | | 
To the right of this painting is placed 
another, repreſenting the wiſdom of Solo- 
MON, With this inſcription above it,—- 
Prudentia. [Prudence.] 
To the left is another, repreſenting the 
courage of St. John the Baptiſt, in remon- 
ſtrating with Herop upon his debauch- 
eries. The inſcription above it 1 
Fertitudo, [ Fortitude.] 
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The right ſide of the hall is ornamented 
with paintings of equal grandeur. 

The firſt repreſents Jos pH acknow- 
tedging his brethren, and pardoning them 
for the ill uſage he had received from 
them, with this inſcription, Venia. 
fPardon.] 

The ſecond repreſents Jos upon the 
_ dunghill, his houſe deſtroyed, his fields 
laid waſte by ſtorm, his wife inſulting 
him, and himſelf calm, lifting his hands 
cowards heaven, with this inſcription, 
| Patientia, [Patience.] 

The third repreſents St. Paul and St. 
BanxABAS, refuſing divine honors at 
Lyſtra, with this inſcription,— Humilitas. 
Humility. 

The fourth, JoxaTHav, when he warned 


David to keep from the city, in order to 
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avoid the danger which threatened his 
days, with this inſcription, — Amicitia. 
[Friendſhip.] 

- The fifth, SoLoMon ſurveying the works 
of the temple, and giving his orders for 
the execution of the plan, which his father 
Davip had left him of it, with this in- 
{cription, —Pretas, [Piety.] 

The fixth, the charity of the Sama- 
RITAN, with this inſcription, —Charitas. 
Charity. | ©: 

The ſeventh, St. PETER and the other 
apoſtles paying tribute to Cxsar, by 
means of the piece of money found mira- 
culouſly in the belly of a. fiſh, with this 
inſcription, —Fidelitas. | [F idelity.] 

The left ade of the hall contains three 
paintings. | 
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The firſt, Toßias curing his father, 
with theſe words for the inſcription, 
Filiale Debitum. [Filial Debt. ] 
The ſecond, the father of the prodigal 
ſon, when he embraces him, and pardons 
his offences, with this inſcription, Pater. 
Tus Amor. [Paternal Love.] 
- The third repreſents the ſacrifice of 
ABRAHAM, with this inſcription,—Obe- 
dientia. [Obedience.] 
On each ſide the door are two paint- 
ings of equal grandeur. 
One repreſents the apoſtles giving alms 


in common; the inſcription, —Zlemoſyna, 


[Alms-giving. ] 
The other repreſents Lor, receiving 
the angels into his houſe, believing them 
to be ſtrangers; the inſcription is,— Heſ- 
Pitalilas. ( Hoſpitality. J 


7 
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The four corners of the hall are deco- 
rated with four allegorical pictures. 

In one are repreſented two geniuſes 
holding a large medal, in which are . 
painted three pillars of a gold colour, 
with this motto, 
Hic poſuere Locum, Virtus, Sapientia, Forma. 
[Here Virtue, Wiſdom, Beauty fixed their 

ſeat.] f 
In another, two geniuſes equally ſup- 
porting a large medal, on which are re- 
preſented three hearts ſet on fire by the 
ſame flame, united by the bond of the 
order, with this motto, | 
Pectora jungit Amor, Pietaſque ligavit 
 Amantes. 
[Love joins their hearts, and Picty the tie. ] 
The two others are in the ſame taſte, 


but ſupported by one genius only, being. 
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a ſmaller ſize. The medals. repreſent as 
follows ; | 
The firſt, three branches; one of olive, 
another of laurel, and another of myrtle 
with this motto, | | 
Hic Pacem mutuo damus, accipimuſiue viciſſim. 
[Here Peace we give, and here by turns 
receive.] 1 
The other a level in a hand coming 
from heaven, placed perpendicularty upon 
a heap of ftones of unequal forms and 
fizes, with this motto, 
 Equa Lege ſortitur Inf. nes ei „ Benn 
One equal Law, of high and low the lot.] 
MM theſe paintings are upon a line; 
thoſe which are placed oppoſite the win- 
dows are intirely in front. Over the 
inner door of entrance is this inſcription, in 


a painting which is diſplayed by a child, 


* 
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8. F OH. 
Varia bac Virtutum E xempla Fraterne 1. 


beralitatis Monumenta D. V. & C. Latomi 
Maſſilienſes, Fratribus que — præ- 

bent, anno Lucis 5765. + 

The letters S. T. O. T. A. ſignify, 
Supremo Totius Orbis Terrarum Architecta. 
[The maſter, vice-maſten, and whole 
body of the maſons at. Marſeilles have erect- 
ed theſe different examples of the virtues 
and monuments of fraternal liberality, 
propoſed to the imitation of their brethren, 
to the honor of the ſupreme architect of 
the whole world; in the year of lighe 

576514 9s at 

Each painting bears below 1t, the arms 
and blazon of the brethren who cauſed 
them to be painted. 
Every ſpace, from one column to an- 
other, forms an intercolumniation. Upon 
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the middle of each pilaſter, being twenty- 
four in number, are raiſed corbals, in form 
of antique Guaines, upon which are placed 
the buſts of the great and virtuous men of 
antiquity. | | 

The curtains to the gilded canopy are 
in the Italian taſte, and are four in 
number. | 
Three great branches of chryſtal, light 
this hall at proper times, and ſerve as an 
additional ornament. | | 
This hall will contain fixty brethren, 
| without making uſe of the inſide of the 
horſe-ſhoe table. 

There are, moreover, two grand deſert 
buffets, which take up a Om ſpace in 

the length. 


—_— 


The above deſcription of the Banquet- 
ting Hall of the lodge of St. John at 
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Marſeilles, docs not exceed the ſplendor 
of many other lodges in foreign countries. 
The grand lodges inſtituted in Ruſſia, 
Holland, and many parts of. Germany, 
according to the accounts we have re- 
ceived, far exceed this in elegance; par- 
ticularly in Berlin, under the great King 
of Pruſſia, our royal brother. They are 
hung with the richeſt vel vets, tapeſtries, 
embroiderics, and gold lace; and are orna- 
mented with every coſtly luſtre and ſuit- 
able decoration. The illuminated bril- 
liancy theſe make, added to the polite 
order and harmony of the members, and 
the grandeur of the muſic, conſiſting of 
ſeveral different bands, ſtrike a moſt 
grateful and pleaſing concord, while they 
fill the mind of every brother with the 
idea of a heavenly manſion, and the plea- 
ſures of an angelic aſſociation “. 


* Edmondes' Addreſs to the Free M aſons: 


APPENDIX. 283 
It is therefore greatly to be wiſhed thatthe 
brethren of this kingdom, the grand local 
ſtandard for maſonry, could be induced 
to extend their generoſity; and, by em- 
bracing the glorious opportunity, while 
princes of the blood are our patrons, and 
noblemen of the moſt diſtinguiſhed virtue 
are our rulers, immediately to ſet on foot 
a voluntary contribution for erecting, in 
this country, a ſuperb and magnificent 
ſtructure for the general aſſemblies of the 
fraternity; that it might be recorded, to 
the honor of the preſent age, that every 
encouragement was given to a ſociety, 
whoſe chief purſuit is the acquiſition of 


knowlege, and the cultivation of virtue. 
2 


As ſuch a ſcheme is now in agitation, 
every zealous friend to the cauſe ought 


to exert his influence on the occaſion, and 
f | 
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not let it fall to the ground for want of 


ſupport. Though the ſums we have re- 


ceived are as yet inconſiderable, if we 
perſevere with ſpirit in the proſecution of 
our laudable deſign, there is little doubt 


but we ſhall happily ſucceed in our 
greateſt expectations. 


